“ee 


TIONAL REGISTER. 





‘Frrtn sertes. No, 22.—Vou. VII.] 


NILES’ NA 


BALTIMORE, JANUARY 25, 1840. 





[Vort. LVIIl.—Whuote No. 1,478. 





—_—_—_—_ 





THE PAST—THE PRESENT—FOR THE FUTURE. 





———- 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED, EVERY SATURDAY, BY JEREMIAH HUGHES, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 











_-— 


—- 





aa 

INDEX OF CONTENTS OF No. 22, Vou. 7. 
Appointments by the president 333 
CHRONICLE 352 
Congress—senate 346; house _ ; 348 
Foreign articles—Great Britain, conspiracy, London 

post office, emigration; Guatamala; ‘l'exas, emigra- 

tion, Galveston, temperance, gambling, bible society, 

religion, education, &c. 337 
Land billi—sketch of Mr. Calhoun’s : 338 
Lexington—further particulars of her destruction 333 
National affuirs—-appointments; sketch of Mr. Calhoun’s 

land bill; Mr. Wéebster’s reception; Mr. Adams’ bill 

relative to the Smishsonian institute; destruction of 

the Lexington 333 
Navy department—report of the secretary relative to 

the reorganization of 343 
New Jersey—special message from the governor rela- 

tive to the congressional election 339; remonstrance 

of the five whig members against the proceedings of 

the house of representatives 345 
Pennsy!vania—annual message of the governor 340 
Postmaster general—letter to Mr. Vansant, respecting 

the transportation of the mail 342; annual report 342 
ER OUP LY EPI PEEY 4l esos on oer, 4] 

XPREMITTANCES BY MAIL. “A postmaster may en- 
close money in a letter to the publisher ot a newspaper, 

-to pay the subscription of a third person, and trank the 
letter, if written by himself.’°—Amos Kendall. 

Some of our subscribers may not be aware that they 
may save the postage on subscription money, by re- 
questing the postmaster where they reside to frank their 
letters contaiuiag siiclh money, he being able to satisfy 
himself before a letter is sealed, that it contains nothing 

[Am, Furmer. 














fp The commencement of a new year tempted us 
to indulge ina few editorial remarks, but the crowd of 
important documents demanding insertion, induced 
us to throw aside our manuscript rather than omit 
any of them. The arduons task of bringing up the 
numbers of the sixth volume of the “RrGistTer,” 
which had been omitted by our predecessor, has been 
at length accomplished, and they have been for- 
warded to subscribers from time to time. The title 
page and index of that volu:ne will be forwarded 
during the succeeding week. We are now busily em- 
ployed in preparing indexes for volumes four and 
five, which were also oinitted by him. They will 
be completed and transmitted as early as possible. 
The index of the current volume, we hope to fur- 
nish the week after the volume is completed, (about 
the first week in March), when the whole series 
will be ready for binding. The additional Jabor 
which these deferred numbers, and especially the 
indexes, have imposed upon the editor on com- 
mencing the publication, can scarcely be estimated 
by others than publishers. Most heartily shall 
We rejoice at the termination of those labors, as 
it will enable us not only to devote more time to 
the appropriate duties of editing the Register, but 
will likewise afford an opportunity to resume that 
regularity in issuing the numbers, which has been 
in soine slight degree unavoidably interrupted dur- 
ing this tour of double duty to which we have beep 
subjected. Our readers have no doubt properly 
appreciated the magnitude of this undertaking. 

So soon as we shail have fairly brought up lee- 
way, we design to endeavor to make some further 
progress in improving the publication—deviating 
very cautiously from safe precedents, we propose 
nevertheless to try to keep pace with the improve- 
inents of the times, both in the contenis and ap- 
pearance of the work. Onur object is to make it 
worthy of a place in the library of every public 
man, and to render itamongst the most useful of pe- 
riodical publications in the hands of the private 
citizen. In order to effect this object, more atten- 
tion will be paid to registering real facts, and to 
the amportance of the inforination conveyed than 
to the hasie of communicating the mere news of the 
day—muach of which is only exaggerated rumor.— 
Sincerely aiming at*impartiality towards all men 
and all parties, it is our purpose to give a faithful’ 
lmpress of passing incidents—a history of the times 
to which future reference may be made with con- 
fidence, by any who are actors upon the busy thea- 
tre, as well as by those who may hereafter seek an 
acquaintance with them, and with what has been. In 
aid of this design we solicit that patronage and snp- 
port which alone can sustain such an undertaking, 
and take this opportunity of returning our acknow- 
ledgments to the public for the increased patronage 
which has already been extended to us since the 
Reetster has coine into our haads. 
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FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

Foreign miscellany. A vast conspiracy for the 
overthrow of the English power in Iudia is said to 
have been discovered at Karnauli, an independent 
Mohammedan principality, the fort of which is 270 
miles from Madras. <A strong force was despatch- 
ed thither by the governor general, and the fort was 
invested and taken without resistance, as well as 
that of Joudpore. The following account 1s given 
of the discoveries made at Karnau!: 

“The discoveries have been almost exclusively 
confined to the Nuwaub’s Zenana, which proves to 
be a perfect arsenal upon a must extended scale; 
and you will stare to hear that there have been 
found concealed in various ways—under ground and 
in gowdowns, whiose doors and entrances had been 
buiit up—between 400 and 500 pieces of artillery 
of which fully 100 are in such a state of equipment 
as to be ready for active service in the fieldata few 
days warning. 

“A great many exceedingly well constructed fur- 
naces are now {standing in periect order for cast- 
ing guns and shot, and the ruins of many have 
been found in various places. An immense quan- 
lity of shot of ail sizes, grape and canister, lang- 
ridge, hand grenades, and shells of various diame- 
ter—all made of species of pewter, but containing 
inore lead and less zine than the compound so call- 
ed usually does, have been found: while of copper, 
lead, and zinc, a considerable store has been ferret- 
ed out. Several very fine brass guns (I should men. 
tion that almost the whole of the pieces found jn 
the fort are of brass) have been dug up, and two 
mortars of the same metal, which, for size, and per- 
haps also for beauty of casting, promise to rank 
as the most remarkable of their genus in Europe.” 

We shall be glad to see the work noticed be- 
low: 

Baron Menneval, who was for many years the 
secretary and friend of Napoleon, has a work in the 
press dedicated to M. Thiers, which contains some 
curious revelations on many interesting points of 
Napoleon’s reign, and on his general policy as re- 
garded England. He enters at large upon the ques- 
tion of the assassination of the Duc D’Enghien, of 
which he declares Napoleon to have been perfectly 
innocent. If M.-Menneval is to be believed—and 
there is every reason to believe him, for he isa high- | 
ly respectable man—Napoleon, so far from giving 
his cousent to the execution, had sent an order to 
prevent it, which order the party to whom it was 
addressed either did not choose to obey, or pretend. 
ed not to have received. M.Mennevalalsoreveals 
a curious fact as to the marriage of Napoleon with 
Marie Louise. So far from having solicited this 
alliance, he demanded the hand of a Russian prin- 
cess, and for three months was led tu believe, by 
the emperor Alexander, that his application was 
agreeable to him; but in the meantime the emperor 
of Austria offered the hand of his daughter, which 
Napoleon, not beiieving Alexander to be sincere, 
agreed to accept.. Some part of this story has been, 
[ believe, previously told, but never in such a way 
as to carry a conviction of its truth. There can, 
however, be no doubt of it now, coming as it does 
from such authority. 

We hear that Dr. Wolff has resigned the incum- 
bency of Linthwaite. The parsonage is so exposed 
to the weather and the climate so severe, that lady 
Georgiana has lost her health there, and the doctor 
himself has been subjected to aimost constant sore 
throat, aithough never before troubled with that 
complaint, even duting the hardships he has en- 
countered in his various travels. He will leave, we 





understand, in Febraary next. { Leeds Intel. 

That “Love” is both agreeable and pleasant to 
all of high and low degree, is apparent from the fact 
that the receipts of Covent Garden theatre, for the 
last week, exceeded £2,000. 

Loudon post office. The alteration in the general 
and two-penny post offices will take place this week. 
At present the ordinary business of each day is, in 
the inland office alone, 35,000 letters received, and 
40,000 sent; annually 23,475,000, exclusive of the 
number in the foreign office department, and ship 
letter office, and altogether independent of the two- 
penny post. The number of newspapers daily va- 
ries froin 30,000 to 70,009 (on Saturday 40,000 and 
on Monday 50,000). The revenue from charges 
for early delivery in London, is £4,900, and the 


| this city, dated Galveston, December 7. 
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sum obtained by a charge of one penny on each let- 
ter, given to the postmen who go round with bells, 
is 3,000 a year.” The revenue in London is about 
£6,000 a week, above £300,000 a year. The 
franks amount in a morning to 4,000 or 5,000, or 
more. 

The report on emigration, from the Scotchman, 
shows a remarkable change in the stream of emi- 
gration, 

Emigrants who left the British Isles ini1838 for 








Canada . Austra- 
From Nova Sco- ow ed = he lian co- Total. 
tia, &c. agi ape — lonies. 
England, 1,572 12,566 292 9,746 24,176 
Scotland, 721 598 —— 3,215 4,533 
Ireland, 2,284 1109 —- 1,760 4,513 
4.577 14,332 292 14,021 33,222 


In comparing this with the average emigration 
for the preceeding six years, we find that the whole 
number of emigrants in 1838 was less than one-half 
of the average number of the preceding years. ‘To 
the United States the number was less than a half, 
while to Australia, on the other hand, it increased 
more than four-fold. Inthe half year ending June 
last, the number of emigrants was greater than the 
whole of 1838. 

The number of British emigrants who landed at 
New York in the nine years ending 1837, varied 
from 11,500 to 59,090, and averaged 26,000. In 
the year 1836 at was 59,075. If we add to this 
27.728 who went to Canada, 1,621 free settlers, and 
3,823 convicts who went to New South Wales, and 
probably 3.000 to other parts of New Holland and 
the Cape, it follows that no less than 95,000 per- 
sons emigrated in that one year. . 

A third edition of lady Bulwer’s novel of Cheve- 
ley has appeared. She has a new work in press, 
entitled “Female Freemasons.” 

A new story by the author of “Jack Sheppard,” 
entitled “Guy Fawkes,” is about to appear in 
Bentley’s Miscellany. [N. Y. Amer. Jan. 11. 


From Guatemala. Letters from Guatemala, re- 
ceived in New York, state that our charge, Mr. 
Stephens, and the artist, Mr. Catherwood, had gone 
to the little river, Nicol, on the division line be- 
tween Guatemala and Yucatan, to examine the ruins 
of the ancient city of Palenque. Two English 
gentlemen, Mr. Walker and lieut. Caddy, had also 
set out for the saine place. There are, it appears, 
fourteen stone houses, but the dilapidations by ne- 
glect are serious. 

TEXAS. 

Emigration to Texas. The Galveston Gazette of 
the 7th ult. states some facts which disclose an im- 
mense emigration tothe newrepublic. It says that 
fifteen large vessels have arrived in the last three 
days, bringing 1,200 passengers and extensive car- 
goes of goods and provisions of almost every kind. 
Most of the persons arriving have come with the 
intention of settling permanently in the country. 
A majority of them are, we believe, agriculturists, 
and the balance either mechanics or those who 
wish to settle permanently as merchants. Among 
them is a great number of steady and industrious 
Germans. 

From the number of persons who have arrived, 

and the accounts we have had of those expecting 
to come, we should not be surprised if the number 
of emigrants during this season, through this port 
alune, should reach thirty thousand. We have 
more reason to believe that it will exceed, than 
that it will fall short of this number. What the 
number for the whole country will be it is impos- 
sible to conjecture, but it will doubtless be very 
great, 
° Galvesion. Extract of a letter to a gentleman of 
The 
problem is solved! Galveston is to be the great 
commercial city of the republic. About four hun- 
dred houses have been erected, some of them large 
and neatly finished. Persons now here are supposed 
to be about 3,000, 

“Twenty-seven vessels in port~—some large, 400 
tons burihen—five steamboats. They leave every 
five days for New Orleans. The price of lots has 
advanced on the public sales, which commence 
again on the 23d.” : 

“The Bulletin, dated at Austin, says:— 

«Atan early period of the session, Dr. Francis 
Moore, jr. (the able and indepentent editor of the 
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Texas Telegraph), introduced into the senate a bjll, 
to impose atax of one thousand dollars on every 
person retailing intoxicating liquor, in less quanti- 
ties than a quart. | 

Hon. Isaac Parker, of Houston county, has in- 
troduced a bill into the house of representatives 
for the suppression of gambling; it imposes heavy 
penalties on those who violate its provisions. It 
ba undoubtedly pass both houses, and become a 

aw. ‘ e.% : 

On the 19th December, the Texas Bible society 
holds its first annual meeting in the city of Austin. 
Addresses are expected from vice president Burnet, 
and from several members of congress. 

Presbyterian and Methodist churches have been 
organized here. A Sunday school is in successful 
operation. The city is rapidly improving. The 
present population 1s considerably over one thou- 
sand. A week-day school is in operation. Subserip- 
tions are in circulation for the erection of two 
churches—Presbyterian and Methodist. <A build- 
ing for a seminary of learning will be erected 
soon. 

The two principal hotels. in the place (that kept 
by H. Bullock, and the one kept by Messrs. Spicer 
& Clark), are both conducted on the total abstinence 
principle. 

Thus you see that moral and literary improve- 
ment is keeping pace with the progress of popula- 
tion in our new city.” 

Much interest was felt in the decision of congress 
upon the negotiations for a loan in Europe, entered 
into by general Hamilton, and there was much 
doubt expressed whether the terms would not be 
rejected. 





NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

Appointments by the president, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the senate. Joseph Redue, sur- 
veyor and inspector of the revenue for the port of 
Chester, Md. froin the 6th instant, when his late 
commission expired. 

J. RK. Hardenberg, surveyor for the district of 
Perth Amboy, and inspector of the revenue for the 
port of New Brunswick, N. J. from the 6th instant, 
when his late commission expired. 

Hiram Perry, surveyor and inspector of the reve- 
nué for the port of Albany, N. Y. from the 6th in- 
stant, when his late commission expired. 

Benjamin Stiles, collector of the customs for the 
district of Hardwicke, Ga. from the 6th instant, 
when his late commission expired. 

Thomas Nelson, collector of the customs at Rich- 
mond, Va. from the 6th instant, when his late com- 
mission expired. 

John Dangerfield, jr. collector of the customs for 
the district of East River, Va. fromthe 13th instant, 
when his late coinmission expired. 

James De!), collector of the customs for the district 
of St. John’s, Florida, from the 13th instant, when 
his late commission expired. 

William Milburn, to be surveyor of public lands 
in the states of fllinois and Missouri. 

Matthew Birchard, at present soliciter of the gene- 
ral land office, to be solicitor of the treasury, in the 
place of Henry D. Gilpin, appointed attorney gene- 
ral. 

Edmund Christian, to be marshal of the United 
States for the eastern district of Virginia, from the 
28th of December, 1839, when his former term of 
service expired. 

Norris Wilcox, to be marshal of the United States 
for the district of Connecticut, from the 28th day of 
January, 1840, when his present commission will 
expire. 


Mr. Calhoun’s land bill. The following outline 
of this bill is given in a letter from Washington to 
the New York Herald. 

Mr. Calhoun’s land bill, introduced on leave last 
Friday, was printed to-day, and I have obtained a 
copy of it. Itisadecided check mate to Mr, Clay’s, 
and although reported the last session, pretty much 
in the shape it now stands, it was not particularly 
attended to by the people, as it was then supposed 
Mr. Calhoun was flat on his back. 

The first section of the bill enacts that all the 
public lands within the states of Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio 
and Michigan, with the exception of sites for forti- 
fications, arsenals, &c. shall, after the 20th of June, 
1842, be ceded to the states within the limits of which 
they lie, on the following terms: 

First—That the states shall pass irrevocable acts, 
binding themselves to pay 50 per cent. of the sales 
of such lands on or before the Ist day of February 
of each succeeding year. 

Secendly—That the minimum price, now estab- 
lished by law, shal] remain unchanged till 30th June, 
1842; but after that period, may be reduced to the 
following scale: 


All lands that have been offered for sale and re- 
main unsold ten years preceding the 30th June, 
1842, inay be reduced toa price not less than a dol- 
lar the acre. 

All that remain unsold 15 years, to be reduced to 
75 cents. 

All that have been offered for sale 20 years and 
remain unsold, 50 cents. 

All that remain unsold 25 years, 25 cents. 

All that remain unsold 30 years, shall be ceded 
immediately to the states in which they are situate. 

Provided, That all lands which remain unsold af- 
ter having been offered at public sale for ten years, 
and which do not come under the foregoing provi- 
sions, shall be subject to the provisions of gradua- 
tion and cession, at the respective periods of 10, 15, 
20, 25 and 30 years alter the sale, commencing from 
the expiration of 10 years after they had been ouer- 
ed for sale. 

Thirdly—The lands are to be subject to the same 
legal subdivisions, in sale and survey, that they now 
are, including the same reservations; and are to be 
offered for sale by the states, for cask only. Lands 
‘that remain unsold after having been exposed for 
sale, shall be subject to private entry, for cash only. 

As soon as the president of the United States is 
informed officially of the acceptance of any state of 
the conditions expressed in the bill, he is to with- 
riba the public land offices, and surrender the 

ands. 

These are the leading features of the bill, and it 
will undoubtedly pass, and secure to Mr. Calhoun, 
as a candidate for the presidency, the electoral vote 
of nine states already in existence, and the states of 
Wisconsin, Florida and Iowa, that are to be admit- 
ted to the union before the election of the succes- 
sor. 

The bill will, beyond aN doubt, produce much 
sensation throughout the union. ; 


Mr. Webster’s reception on Monday last, by the 
whigs of the legislature of Massachusetts, now in 
session at Boston, was most enthusiastic. 

The meeting was held at the state house in the 
evening, Mr. King, of the senate, presiding. There 
was an immense multitude of spectators; and when 
Mr. Webster’s well known form and face were re- 
cognised, as he approached, the welkin rang with 
cheers, 

Mr. King briefly addressed Mr. Webster, and 
the latter replied in a speech of more than an hour, 
in which he rivetted the undivided attention of his 
hearers, : 

He spoke of his absence, what he had seen abrvad, 
his return, and of the lamentable condition of things 
he found here on coming back. He condemned the 
tone and doctrines of the president’s message, and 
cordially approved the Harrisburg nomination, bear- 
ing his testimony to the character and services of 
gen. Harrison. 

The meeting adjourned when Mr. Webster had 
finished, and Mr. W. was then introduced to the 
members individually. Altogether, the scene must 
have been inmost gratifying to the pride and affections 
of Mr. Webster, as it was honorable to his constitu- 
ents. [N. Y. Amer. 


The Smithsonian Institute. Mr. Adams in his 
bill providing for the disposition of Mr. Smithson’s 
legacy, proposes that trustees shall be appointed, 
forming a body politic and corporate by the title of 
“the Smithsonian Institute for the increase and dif- 
fusion of knowledge among men.”? ‘The amount 
of the fund in September 1838 was $508,518.— 
The following are some of the provisions of the bill: 

The trustees are to consist of the vice president 
of the United States, the chief justice of the United 
States, the secretaries of state, treasury, war and 
navy, the attorney general of the United States, 
and the mayor of the city of Washington, together 
with four members of the house of representatives, 
and three of the senate, to be annually elected by 
their respective houses. He proposes that the fund 
shall be placed in the treasury of the U. States, and 
the faith of the United States pledged for its pre- 
servation, undiminished and unimpaired, with six 
per cent. interest, which shall be paid annually, and 


the fund shall be applied to any school, college, 
university, institute of education, or ecclesiastical 
establishment; that all appropriations from the fund 


the same; and that the sum of thirty thousand dol- 
lars, part of the first year’s interest accruing on said 
fund, be appropriated towards the erection and es- 
tablishment, at the city of Washington, of an astro- 
nomical observatory, adapted to the most effective 
and continual observations of the phenomena of the 
heavens; to be provided with the necessary and 
best instruments and books for the periodical pub 
lication of the said observations, and for the annual 





composition and publication of a nautical almanac. 


applied to the purposes of the fund; that no part of 


shall be from the interest and not the principal of 








THE STEAMBOAT LEXINGTON. 

In the chronicle of our Jast number, we gay 
some particulars of the loss of the steamboat I oy 
ington, and the melancholy. destruction of hum “a 
lite. It is but too true that Baltimore has sufferes 
the loss of four of its estimable citizens, Mesirs 
Church, Keirle, Walker and Weston. Below vo 
furnish some further particulars of this lamentable 
catastrophe. 

Pussengers on board the Lexington. The folloy. 
ing list given by the Journal of Commerce, coy). 
prises, including children, 72 passengers, Only one 
of whom, (capt. Hilliard, of Norwich), is known to 
be saved; and 338 persons attached to the boat, on) 
two of whom are known to be saved. Total, 15 

Capt. Charles Hilliard, the only passenger know), 
to be saved; Mr. Isaac Davis, of Boston; Mr. Johy 
Corey, of Roxboro’, Mass.; Mr. Chas. W Woolsey 
of Boston; Mr. John Brown, of Boston; Mr. J. Por. 
ter Felt jr. of Salem; Mr. Abraham Howard, firm 
of Howard & Merry, Boston; Mr. H. C. Craig, firm 
of Maitland, Kennedy & Co. N. York Mr. Robert 
Schultz, N. York; capt. J. D. Carver, of Plymouth, 
Mass. of bark Brontos; Alphonso Mason, esq. of 
Gioucester, Mass.; Mr. Chas. Bracket, clerk to N. 
Bracket, N. Y.; capt. Foster of Providence, late of 
the John Gilpin; Mr. Jesse Comstock, clerk of the 
boat; Mr. Robert Blake of Wrentham, Mass. presi- 
dent of Wrentham bank; Mr. Fowler of N, Y.; 
Mr. Win. A. Green, firm of Allen & Green, Provyi- 
dence, Mr. Samuel Henry, firm of A. & 8. Henry, 
Manchester, England; Mr. R. W. Dow, firm of Dow 
& Co. N. Y.; Mr. Charles H. Phelps of Stonington; 
the widow of Henry A. Winslow, firm of Winslow 
& Co. of New York; Mr. John Winslow, of Provi- 
dence; Mr. William Winslow of do. father of the 
above. The three last mentioned persons were re- 
turning to Providence with the corpse of Mr. H. A. 
Winslow, who died in this city a few days since. — 
Rev. Dr. Follen, Boston; Mr. John Brown, Boston; 
Mr. Adolphus Harnden, superintendant of Harn- 
den’s express. He had in charge $20,000 in specie 
for the Merchant’s bank, Boston; and from forty to 
fifty thousand dollars in bank notes; Mr. White 
of ‘Boston; Mr. Pierce, of Portland, mate of the 
Brontes; capt. E. J. Kimball; capt. B. T. Foster.— 
These captains had recently returned after several 
years absence, and were on their way to visit their 
families at the east. Mr. Everett, of Boston, 
returning from the burial of a brother, who died here 
last week. Mr. Royal T. Church, of Baltimore; Mr. 
Richard Picket, of Newburyport; capt. Low, agent 
of the Boston underwriters; Mr. Ballou, or 
Bullard, of N. York; capt. Theophilus Smith, Dart- 
mouth, Mass.; Mr. Charles S. Noyes, clerk of C. B. 
Babcock, New York; Mr. J. L. Sheaf, N. York; Mr. 
Albert E. Harding, firm of Harding & Co. N. York; 
Mr. John Hoyt, mail contractor; Mr. Henry J. Finn, 
comedian; Mrs. Russell Jarvis, of New York, and 
two children; Mr. John W. Keirle, of Baltimore; 
Mr. Weston, firm of Weston & Pendexter, Balti: 
more; Mr. John G. Brown, firm of Shall & Brown, 
New Orleans; Mr. Walker, of Baltimore, with Mr. 
Keirle; Mr. Stephen Waterbury, firin of Mead & 
Waterbury, New York; a son of Mr. C. Woodward, 
of Philadelphia; Mr. J. A. Leach, son of Leach & 
Lovejoy, Boston; Mr. Noah Hinckley, Portland, 
Mr. E. B. Patten, New York; Mr. Warner, firm of 
Warner, Loop & Bliss, New York; Mr. N. F. Dyer, 
of Pittsburg, formerly of Braintree; Mr. Nathan:e! 
Hobart, of Boston; Jobn Brown, a colored man; 
Mr. H. C. Bradford, of Boston, from Kingston, Ja- 
macia; Mr. Chas. Lee, of Boston; Mr. J. G. Low, 
of Boston; Mr. John Lemist, treasurer of the Boston 
Leather company, of Roxbury, Mass.; Mr. Jolina- 
than Linfield, Stoughton, Mass.; Mr. Philo Upton, 
Egremont, Mass.; Mr. Van Cott, Stonington, Conn.; 
Mr. Stuyvesant, of Boston; capt. Mattison; a gentle- 
man, lady and two children, who arrived from Phila- 
delphia by the morning line, name not known; Mr. 
Robert Williams, of Cold Spring, New York. 

Boat’s company. Captain Childs, commander; H. 
P. Newman, steward, E. Thurbur, Ist mate; Mr. 
Manchester, pilot, (saved); Joe Sand, head waiter, 
Cortland Hemsted, chief engineer, Wm. Quimby, 
2d do.; Martin Johnson, wheelman; R. B. Schultz, 
George , Benj. Cox, and Chas. Smith (saved); 
firemen, five colored waiters; Susan C. Hulcumb, 
chamberinaid, colored; Joseph Robinson, cook, ¢% 
lored; Oliver Howell, 2d do. do.; Robert Peters, do. 
8 deck hands; 1 boy, deck hand; 2 wood passe!s; 
bar keeper. | 

How many more names will yet have to be added 
to this melancholy list, time will determine. The 
agent of the steamboat line here, is of opinion that 
the whole number of passengers did not exceed 79 °F 
80, and the pilot says he asked the clerk on Moncay 
afternoon how inany passengers, and that he replied 
70 to 75. 

It was about eight hours after the fire commenced, 
before the boat went down. The pilot says that a8 
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Jate as midnight half the passengers might have been 

saved, had assistance arrived. So we are informed 

by captain Jennings, of the sloop Ganges, who as- 
isted in taking care of the pilot and fireman on 

Soard the sloop Merchant on Tuesday evening. 

The Lexington was provided with three good 
boats, including a life boat, but they were all ren- 
dered useless by the confusion and haste of the mo- 
ment. She also had a fire engine, with the neces- 
sary apparatus, and a suction hose. 

Her value is estimated to have been $50,000— 
partially insured. She had on board about 150 bales 
of cotton. ; . : 

This is by far the most distressing steamboat dis- 
aster which has ever occurred in Long Island sound, 
or indeed in this portion of the union. The sutfter- 
ings of that awful night can never be described, nor 
conceived. ‘ 

Mr. Warner was not on board; neither was Noah 
Hinkley, of Portland. The son of Mrs. Charles 
Woodward of Philadelphia (G. H. Woodward) is 
said to have taken passage on Saturday for New 
Haven. 

John L. Sheafe, of Portsmouth, waggnot on board. 

The New York Journal of Commerce has the fol- 
lowing account, derived from captain Hilliard him- 
self, of the manner in which he made his escape 
from death: 

Captain Hilliard left the boat at 8 o’clock, P. M. 
That was haif an hour after the fire broke out. The 
Lexington had run within two miles of the shore, 
and ten minutes more would have laid her on the 
beach, but the helm gave out, the boats had been 
thrown away. and each one was left to take care of 
himself. Captain Hillard then made a co-partner- 
ship with Mr. Cox, one of the hands of the Lexing- 
ton, for life or death. They took a large square 
bale of cotton, and in the first place cut some sail- 
cloth into strips, and passed them around the centre 
They then passed a rope 
round each end of the bale, and the other end of the 
rope around the rail of the boat, and so gently low- 
ered the bale to the water. Then each with the 
slack end of his rope in his hand, they let themselves 
down upon the bale, and having taken their position, 
cast off, hauled in the ropes, and floated away. They 
might have built a raft of cotton bales, but in the 
consternation which then existed, they supposed that 
any such craft being discovered would be instantly 
overloaded, and that their own feeble hopes would be 
destroyed. ‘They picked upa piece of board direct- 
ly, which being used as a paddle, enabled them to 
keep their vessel head on to the sea, and in this 
way they rode, nearly dry, sitting face to face, for 
several hours. ‘Then a sea heavier than the rest, or 
striking more unfairly, capsized the bale and threw 
both into the sea. They were, however, fast by the 
ropes, and by means of the strap around, they were 
able to recover their position. ‘They were both wet, 
however, which made a vast difference in the power 
of the cold upon them, and besides their paddle was 
lost. Mr. Cox began not long afterwards to speak 
despondingly. Captain Hilliard endeavored to cheer 
him up, and sustain his spirits, but they continued 
to droop, and at 8 o’clock he fell from the bale, as 
has been already stated, and was lost. 

Captain Hilliard was in the cabin when he heard 
the cry of fire, and ran on deck. The fire was then 
blazing out through the casement around the smoke 
pipe, and he thinks it might have been extinguish- 
ed easily with a few buckets of water, if they had 
been instantly applied. 

The coroner’s inquest is still engaged in the ex- 
ainination of testimony. 

Mr. Marbury, the assistant U. S. district attor- 
ney, was in attendance at the inquest, for the pur- 
pose of commencing legal proceedings against the 
steamboat company, if necessary. 

The American of Tuesday afternoon says: From 
the testimony before the coroner’s inquest, given 
by Mr. Comstock, the agent of the Sound steamboat 
company, it is made clear that the alledged charges 
that the iron chimney pipe was cased round with 
wood, and that combustible cargo was stowed in 
dangerous proximity to that pipe, are wholly un- 
founded, while, in all respects, of chains, iron rods, 
extra tiller, and other means of safety, the Lexing- 
ton was well provided. The dreadful calamity, 
therefore, of her destruction, must be set down as 
the result of want of coolness and presence of mind 
in danger. 

We cannot ascertain that there is any further au- 
thentic information in relation to those lost. A ru- 
mor, which it seems almost cruel to — that 
two other persons had floated ashore alive near 
Greenport, on Long Island, is in circulation, but 
gentlemen who have been down along the shores 
in search of friends, could not trace it to any authen- 
tic source. 

In regard to Mr. Crowley, (who floated ashore 
alive on a cotton bale) the doctor thinks he will pro- 





bably lose his toes, and one of his fingers on which 
wag a ring, and which prevented the free cireula- 
tion of the blood. He first got upon a plank, but 
afterwards exchanged it for a bale of cotton. If 
he had left off his boots, he would probably have 
saved his feet in better condition. After getting 
ashore he could see no light, and almost in despair 
sought a tree to shelter him from the wind, but be- 
fore taking his lodging for the night, he gave one 
more thorough look, and descried the light of Mr. 
Hutchinson’s house. Crowly had two flannel shirts 
on. Had no coat on when he jumped overboard, and 
lost his cap at the out-set. Left the boat half an 
hour after the fire broke out. Tied his vest around 
his head. He is about 20 years old. 


The New York Journal of Commerce has the 
following note from a correspondent: 

Mr. Stearns, of Baltimore, left that place in com- 
pany with Mr. J. W. Keirle, Mr. Walker, Mr. 
Church and Mr. Weston. With these friends he 
contemplated keeping company to Boston, but 
wishing to make a familiar call at my house, and 
not knowing the boat had altered her time of start- 
ing, he was compelled to wait two days. In this 
case, friendship (he had beenaclerk with me) was 
the instrument in the hands of Providence for sav- 
ing, another life. I am requested by the relations 
of the above named four Baltimore sufferers to offer 
a liberal reward for the recovery of their remains. 

Yours, respectfully. 





SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM THE GOVER- 
NOR OF NEW JERSEY. : 

I herewith transmit a communication lately made 
to me from Washington by five of the members 
of congress from this state, announcing that they 
have been excluded from their seats in the house 
of representatives, and in the most extraordinary 
manner. I present it to you with feelings of the 
most painful regret that an event should have oc- 
curred so calculated to disturb the friendly relations 
which have hitherto subsisted between this state 
and the federal legislature. 


By this violent proceeding the authority of the 
state has been treated with contempt, and she is 
despoiled of one of her most precious constitutional 
rights. Without indulging any expression of the 
natural feelings which the occasion is so well suited 
to inspire, and under a deep sense of the obligation 
of the executive to communicate fully with the 
legislature in a case which so intimately affected 
the interests of the people, and the reputation and 
sovereignty of the state, I commend the subject to 
your prompt and serious consideration. 


By the constitution of the United States, the 
power of holding elections for representatives in 
congress, the time, places and manner, are expressly 
reserved to the states, until they are altered by a 
law of congress.. Accordingly, this state, in com- 
mon with every other member of the union, has 
made full provision on the subject. Our laws pre- 
scribe when and where the election shall be held, 
how the result shall be ascertained, and by whom 
the commission shall be granted. This commis- 
sion, under the seal of the state, gives to the hoider 
aright, in the first instance, to be sworn and to 
take his seat as a member of the house. Thus far 
the power of the states and the state authorities are 
complete, and cannot be intercepted by any au- 
thority known to the constitution. It was seen, 
however, by the framers of the constitution, that 
cases might arise in which, from a non-compliance 
with the laws of the states, or by frauds in the 
election, the person holding the commission would 
not, in justice and equity, be entitled to the seat.— 
The provision, therefore was wisely made that each 
house of congress shall have the right to judge of 
the elections, returns and qualifications of its mem- 
bers. But you will observe that they must first 
become a Aouse, within the meaning of the consti- 
tution. It could never have been intended that a 
body of individuals assembling at Washington at 
the time fixed for the meeting of congress, before 
they are organized or are sworn, and before the 
necessary officers are chosen to preserve order, 
should be deemed a house of representatives.— 
Wren they become duly organized, and not before, 
the house is constituted ‘“‘the judges of the elec- 
tions, returns and qualifications of its own mem- 
bers.” It may then, on application of others claim- 
ing a better right, investigate fully the title of any 
member to his seat. It is then competent to en- 
quire into the elections, to receive evidence, send 
for persons and papers, look into the returns, cor- 
rect irregularities or frauds, and to do whatever 
else may be necessary to enable it to ‘‘judge”’ 
whether the persons holding the commissions, or 
the claimants, have been duly elected by the peo- 
ple. By this course of proceeding, no state can be 
unrepresented, and any injustice or informality 


that may arise from the imperfect or irregulag ope- 
ration of the state laws, may be corrected. © 

It is no part of our complaints, therefore, that the 
house of representatives should, when organized, 
investigate, and investigate thoroughly, the quali- 
fications and pretensions of its members. That it 
possesses the power, has never been doubted or de- 
nied. But itis the attempt of an organized body 
of men to exercise this high prerogative without 
the forms of law, of which we, complain, which act 
can be characterized only as a monstrous usurpa- 
tion. Itwas by a summary proceeding of this sort, 
that New Jersey has been deprived of five-sixths 
of her representation in congress. The title of 
the five representatives who have been thus ex- 
cluded, without a hearing, without investigation, 
and without even so much as the form of a trial, 
has not been impeached in any respect whatever, 
and they now stand clothed with precisely the same 

owers, and are entitled by the constitution and 
aws to equal privileges with the men by whose 
occurrence they have been excluded. What other 
view can we take of this case than as an insult 
offered directly to the state whose commissions 
these gentlemen bear, and a violation of the con- 
stitution of the United States. 

This proceeding is materially aggravated by the 
fact that the honse is engaged in the transaction of 
business which deeply concerns the people of New 
Jersey, the same as if they were fully represented. 
A large appropriation of the public moneys has 
already been made without regard to the claims of 
this state toa voice on the subject. With the same 
propriety, the representatives from the other states, 
who have conspired to exclude New Jersey thus 
from her proper participation in the business of the 
house, may go on without her consent to appropri- 
ate the public revenues, alienate her title (sealed 
with the best blood of the revolution) in the public 
domain, or involve us in the consequences of a 
disastrous system of finance. Asa precedent, it is 
fraught with the greatest mischief}; and if the po- 
sitions which have been assumed are to prevail, the 
very first principle and the only security of repre- 
sentative government will have been subverted.— 
It will then always be in the power of a minority 
to rule, since the mere act of questioning the title 
of members deprives them of their seats. It is be- 
lieved that the case is without a parallel in the his- 
tory of legislation. I may venture to say that no 
example of the kind can be found in the history of 
any state legislature, in the usages of congress or 
British parliament. 

The case is not at all affected by the well known 
fact, always understood and recognised, that there 
is a grave question as to five of the seats from New 
Jersey, to be settled ultimately by congress.— 
There are two returns from townships, which under 
the laws of the state, could not be counted by the 
state officers. Whether they are such as should be 
counted by congress, (which has very different 
powers over them from officers acting under the 
positive directions of the state) is a question for 
the house to settle. There is still another and more 
important question remaining, growing out of frauds 
alleged to have been committed, not by mistake or 
oversight, but by a systematic plan to allow aliens 
not naturalized, the privileges of voting. As to 
one of the disputed townships, we are not left to 
conjecture on this point, for you well remember 
that the fact» was clearly ascertained by an open 
examination before the legislature last year. 1 
pretend not to know, and if I. did, should think 
myself not warranted in expressing any opinion as 
to which of the two parties claiming. the election, 
will appear on a full and final examination, entitled 
to the seats; and have no other desire than that 
justice should be done. But all this has no just 
bearing on the case before us. It constitutes no 
ground of justification for that violent exparte pro- 
ceeding, in which the case was prejudged, and the 
state left with but a single representative on the 
floor of congress. 

What were the pretexts for the act? The claim- 
ants produce a certificate from the secretary of 
the state of certain estimates and returns, by which 
it would appear, that if the returns from two town- 
ships in the state, whiclrwere rejected returns and 
never forwarded to the governor, had been counted, 
there would be a majority of votes for the claim- 
ants. Thiscertificate possesses no authority what- 
ever. It does not relate to any paper or record be- 
longing to the office ef the secretary of the state, 
and-was issued without the authority of law. It 
might as well have certified a private letter ora 
column of a newspaper. In the absence of a more 
convenient plan of deposit, it has been customary 
for the governor to lodge executive papers in the 
secretary’s office for safe keeping, and that practice 
was followed in the present instance. But they 





form no part of the files or records of his office. 
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rt rate view is all a a lity 4: 
Is it alleged that any law of the state was violated ‘An elaborate view is afforded of the public pro- | trine ofeconomy is earnestly inculcated. A jyg; ter 
in the manner of awarding the certificates! ‘There perty-—the revenues and expenditures of the state. | clous credit system is described as iuidlishetiestt F.. eke 
is your statute book and by it the governor and| The revenu® for 1839, is given as $1,621,119 84— | an enlightened business community. He ia “4 . rv 
council are directed to make up the result from the | the expenses $2,708,863 47. The public property, | mencs an early resumption of specie payments ¢, = +e 
clerk’s returns, and from them alone, and the com- | such as bank stocks, rail roads and public works, are | the banks, and measures to guard against the like a 
missions were awarded after a careful estimate of| estimated to be worth $33,259,085 28. The im-|suspension in future. He expresses the opini ; 3 
all the returns from all the clerks in the state.| provements are estimated at their original cost, and | that the condition of most of our banks is as sound. poi 
Without a violation of the law and of my official the stocks at their per value. Thus, the balance |in reality, as those of other states. They are said ‘ a 
oath; without passing by the advice of the council, | against the state—her debt and property contrasted, | to have as much specie in their vaults and as good | 
and disregarding the unvarying practice under the| is $882,578 52. The balance against the state last | debtors. The law prohibiting small notes is approy folloy 
law from its enactment, no other course could have| year, her revenue and expenses compared, was | ed, and provisions are recommended to render its i 
been adopted. I take wy stand by the side of the | $1,087,743 63. We must, says the governor, re-|enforcement more effectual, by driving back the TI 
law of the land! and ami the storms of party, seek | sort to taxes, the sale of public iinprovements, or to | small notes of the other states. He suggests the kind 
no other security than an approving conscience and | further loan, “No matter what the difficulty of ob- | propriety of immediately inquiring into the condition it de 
a firm conviction of having faithfullydischarged my | taining the money—the state debt must be paid. of the banks, and of affixing the earliest period fo; dent 
duty. But I have the farther satisfaction to know,| Tbe suspension of specie payments is next advert- | resumption, that their affairs and the public Wants thele 
that my judgment has been fully confirmed by you, | ed to, and in considerable detail. That course is|and expectations justify. He thinksit would be whic 
gentlemen and the people of the state. But suppose.| deprecated in the strongest terms, but the yovertor | expedient to graduate this resumption, so as lo make that 
it were otherwise. Do you hold your executive | argues that it does not always follow that banks are | one fourth or nore payable forthwith, and the resi. I part 
responsible for his acts to the congress of the Unit-| unsound and unable to pay all demands against | due at suitable periods. He recommends the ap. ; o- 
ed States? This would be new doctrine for an in-|them, because they do not pay specie for their|pointment of three bank commissioners, for ono tion 
+ depent state. I am alone responsible for my public| notes. In Pennsylvania, he says: . two and three years—one to be appointed annually tract 
acts, let me say, to the legislature, and the people| ‘“There are filty-two banks, with an aggregate | for the fuffire, with power to examine into the con. “I 
of my own state, and I deny all right to pass upon| capital of more than sixty millions of dollars; but | dition of banks, and to wind them up, if unsound, the 
them officially by any other earthly power. Whie- | such has been the disregard of law by some of them, | or having violated their charters. He recommen’s Je. 82% 
ther, therefore, the decision in granting the certifi- | that they have not, made any return; and the ¢e- | the passage of a law co:npelling all the banks inthe 7 eee 
cates was right or wrong, congress at all events, | turns made by several of them, are so very imper- | commonwealth to receive eacli other’s notes at par, ¥ 
is bound to receive the credentials thus furnished, | fect, that it is impossible to arrive at any thing like | so long as the respective banks continue to redeem of § 
as the mandates of the state to them, that they ad- | accuracy as to the amount of their circulation, specie | their notes in specie; end on failure at any time of J tiie 
mit her representatives to their seats, until others! or debts due tothem. But from the best data with- | any bank so to redeem its notes, that the bank com. p onisb 


can show a better title. in my reach, the amount of their notes in circulation | missioners be required, forthwith, to take charge of road 


I have thus presented to you my views of this| may be computed at not less than thirty-three mil-|it and close its operations, and that each b nk be nal, 
ease. I find in it no palliating circumstances; no- | lions of dollars, and the amount due and owing to; permitted to pay out at its own counter, nothing fe TY! 
thing but a most unprovoked violation of our rights; them, principally by corporations and citizens of | but its own notes or specie, unless at the option fe that 
as a state and impeachment of our character as aj| this commonwealth, is perbaps about seventy mil- | those who have demands upon it. He recommends be 
people. What action you may think proper to| lions of dollars. This amount is due to these banks | the banks to be prohibited from purchasing or hold. this 
take upon it mnst be left to your judgment andj from individuals residing in all sections of the state, | ing any bank stock, except their own, or the stock J apP 


sound discretion. As the immediate representa- | and engaged in all kinds of business. Stocks in our | of this state, or the United States; and then only in & due 
tives of the people, you know best their feelings and | rail roads, canals, turnpikes, &c. are held by some | small quantities. He recommends a repeal of the or 
their wishes. If there ‘be not adeep and settled | of these banks, and in the shape of subscriptions, | proxy system. Also, a prohibition of post notes.— oe 
feeling of injury in the mind of the people, I have | bonusses, or dividends, they contribute largely to | Also, that the power contained in the amended con. 
not properly appreciated their character. It is not| the general fund in the state treasury, and to the | stitution, of repealing bank charters shonld be made § pas 





among the least alarming features of the case, that | support of the common school system. Their char- | a fundamental article of every bank charter in the we 
the question has always been carried against the | ters expire at various periods between the present state. Also, that the three months now aliowed fer o 
rights of the people of New Jersey by a party vote. | time and 1870, and tlie stock in them is owned by a| banks to pay specie after suspension, be cut cown = 
I trust, gentlemen, you will vindicate the abused | great number of persons of all ages, classes, condi- | to 30 days. Also, that the directors of the banks be om 
honor and violated rights of the states, in firm and | tions and pecuniary means. The capitalists of the | rendered personally liable for the payment of all pf 


manly tones. That you will enter your solemn! country, as weil as those of moderate means, wi- | notes issued by the banks respectively under their & = 

















protest before the country, against the usurped | dows, orphans and guardians, all own stock in our | direction, if at any time the same is in circulatior pars 

powers of congress, and call upon them even now several banking institutions. From this cursory |and the money due to depositors, shall exceed the a full 
to reconsider and reverse an act which can only| glance at the subject, it is evident that the business, | ratio of three dollars for one of the specie in their Lars 

tend to alienate the feelings of a state among the| interests and banking institutions of the country,| vaults. Also, that after a certain period no smaller ; Dae 

most devoted tothe union. I would now and for- | are intimately connected together, and mutually | notes than those for $10 be issued. Also, that no = 

ever deny the Bie ct of congress to bind this state exert a powerful influence on each other.” bank be allowed to make a higher dividend than? — 

by her acts, while she denies us arepresentation in He then proceeds to show that the banking system |percent.perannum. Such banks as havedeciared J pa 

that body. There will be but one feeling with your has greatly extended throughout the whole anion, | dividends during the suspension, are censured in Pei 

sister states. ‘They cannot but see in this act to- within the last twenty years. In legislating on the strong terms, and it is recommended that theirchar- A. 

wards New Jersey, what may be their own fate, | Subject, however, he says, we must take things as | ters be repealed. He says he will theertuily signa J pal 

whenever, for party purposes, the like action to-| we find them—and that the banking system has, for | bill, recognizing the principle of rendering stock- : 

wards them shall seem expedient. They should be} good or for evil, stainped its influence on every | holders liable in their personal capacity, for the Fy ty 

called on to declare their opinions on the powers of | commercial, manufacturing aii: agricultural interest | notes of the banks, in case the corporate funds be Fy bets 

congress now for the first time asserted on the floor! among our citizens. Abrogate the entire system— |inadequate. He recommends a total separation be- a 

of congress. While ] am satisfied that, consulting | he adds—and we know not in what condition it may | tween the state and banking institutions. An inde- fo 

the wounded feelings of the people, you cannot re- | plunge us. Real estate and all commodities of com- | pendent treasury for the general government is 5 

probate, in too strong terms, the whole of this pro- | merce, agriculture and manufactures, now bearing | warmly approved. An investigation as to illegalor & | 

ceeding as unconstitutional, illegal and void, [ would the highest paper price, must fall greatly in value; | usurious interest, is recommended; and on the con- ed 

still desire that you may be led into no violent or and by that fall in price, thousands of er.terpris- | viction of any bank for this practice, a repeal cf its Fat 

indiscreet action. The people of New Jersey are | ing and industrious fellow citizens will be irretriey- | charter is advised. Savings institutions and loan 3 leg 

friends to their country, and will abide by her for- | ably ruined. The poor, he contends, and those in | companies are censured in terins of severity. An bbs, 

tunes for weal or for woe. I would see you take} moderate circumstances, would be obliged to bear | inquiry is recommended into the allegations against [ 7 

counsel from your patriotism as well as from your the brunt of the hardships. The rich being the cre- }them. A law for the more adequate punishment of pe 

feelings knowing that it is always more noble to ditors, have little to fear from such change in our | frauds and breaches of trust on the part of bank ol- Wi 

suffer wrong than to do wrong, and in the hope that | system of currency; it is the debtor part of the com- | ficers, and collectors of canal tolls, is recommended. $3 

the day will yet come when our public councils | munity on whom the chief burden is east. In adopt- | The policy of undertaking any new public works,1s ug 

will be guided by men who will regard the congress, | Ng coercive measures against the banks, it should | disapproved. He says that the last loan from the U. & ve 

the laws, the rights of the states, the peace and har- | not be forgotten, that the penal consequences do not | S. bank was obtained from that institution as a last th 

mony of their country. fall on thein alone. The vast number of individuals, | resort, and after all applications elsewhere, were m0 

WM. PENNINGTON. | froin whom so many millions are due to those insti- | found unsuccessful. The sum of $2,000,000 must an 

Trenton, January 15, 1840. Sen Pang fast stot: pprcesixaly the blow.—/j be obtained for the ensuing year, and perhaps « a 

eee ee or wouid if be right or just to cast the great mass | equal amount for the year alter, and $600,000 on or 

MESSAGE OF GOV. PORTER. of innocent stockholders, beyond the es of legis- balaee the Ist of oat month. a Ft taxation is OF 

We have received a copy of the message of the lative protection. The officers and directors, who; frankly recommended, as the only possible reme¢y ul 

governor of Pennsylvania, and give below an ab-/ are in fact chargeable with most, if not the entire | to extricate the commonwealth from her present em hi 

stract of it, taken from the Philadelphia Inquirer| blame, would readily screen themselves frozn it, | barrassments. tr 

and Courier, . elude the laws, take care of themselves, profit by| The U.S. bank, he remarks, is compelled to Joan to 

_ Allusion is made to the disgraceful scenes at Har- | the sufferings and losses of the innocent, and leave | the state at4 per cent. $6,000,000. It is for the ba 

risburg, on the Ath of Dec, 1838, and some proper those to perish, who had little, if any, active agency | legislature to decide whether the money to be ob- ns 

remarks are offered in relation to tiie supremacy. of | In producing the present state of things. ” | tained from that institution, would be better than se 

the laws. Acknowledgments are made to agracious| ‘These views strike us as altogether sound, and | direct taxation. The governor prefers the latte! a 

Providence, for a season of general health and abun- | we do not hesitate to give them our cordial appro- | course. + 

dant harvest. The aggregate amount of the state} val. ‘1 know of no other mode of securing uniform | The Sobject of corporations is touched upon— lo 

debt is estimated at $34,141,663 80. The whole | and contemporaneous action,” says the governor,*‘on | that of general education is properly noticed—ou! ai 

j anount of loans authorised at the last session, | this important subject among all the states of the | common schools are adverted to in becoming la? U 
f $5,542,000. Of the state debt, $29,914,003 32, | union, except through the agency of the general go- | guage. Also, a new apportionment of the represe! . 
¥ bears an annual interest of $1,194,700 16. We re-| vernment; which, if not already possessed of the | tatives and senators of the state. R 
‘ joice to observe the sentiment that our public debt; power necessary for that purpose, should be clothed In conclusion, the commonwealth is said to be !3° rs 
e has been contracted under full authority of law— with it by an amendment of the constitution.” He boring under an enormous state debt—but the £o- r 
t that the faith and honor of the people are pledged, estimates the state and corporation debts due toj vernor expresses the opinion that prudence, discre a 
# iD the most solemn manner, to the payment of the Europe, at $220,000,000; bearing an annual interest | tion and economy on the part of ber legislature.ex” | P 
‘¢ interest annually accruing, and to the payment of} of $12,600,000. A proper view is taken of the ma- {ecutive and citizens, will, ina few years replace 6 

4 the principal. nia for borrowing money by the states, and the déc- i her on the solid footing of independence. Her abi- 
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lity is ample to meet all her engagements, while the 
determination of her citizens corresponds with that 
ability. Happen what may, he adds—the integrity 


and fidelity of the people of Pennsylvania, are pledg-. 


ed to make good her contracts with those whose 
money has constructed her stupendous public im- 

rovements, and that the pledge so made shail be 
scrupulously redeemed. 

We als take from the National Intelligencer the 
following remarks and extracts from the message. 

From the National Intelligencer of June 11, 

The messaze is the longest document of the 
kind we ever remember to have met with, filling, as 
it does, nearly twice as much space as the presi- 
dent's late message to congress. It abounds, never- 
theless, in facts, speculations and recommendations, 
which have really so interested us in the perusal, 
that we should be glad to be able to lay the greater 
part of the message before our readers. From its 
yreat extent, however, we must, for the informa- 
tion of our readers, content ourselves with brief ex- 
tracts froin some parts of it, and references to others. 

“ft thus appears that the state debt amounts to 
the vast sum of $34,141,663 80—of which the 
sum of $29,914,003 32, being due upon the state 
loans, bears an annual interest of $1,494,790 16. 

“This aggregate state debt (with the exception 
of $180,000 00, appropriated at the last session of 
the legislature to the survey of a railway from Har- 
risburg to Pittsburg, to stock én the Franklin rail 
road, and to stock in the Pennsylvania and Ohio ca- 
nal, as above stated) was contracted prior to Janua- 
ry 15, 1839, the day of my inauguration. It is true 
that the sum of $5,524,000 00 was authorised to 
be borrowed since that period; but the whole of 
this large amount (with the above exception) was 
appropriated to the payment of debts and liabilities 
due, and falling due in the year 1839, for the pay- 
inent of which no provision had been made when I 
entered upon the duties of my office. 

“It is evident from this simple statement of the 
public debt, that whatever may be its amount, or 
whatever the inconvenience we suffer from it, none 
of the responsibility rests upon me. All the addi- 
tions that have been made to it, since I came into 
office, have been either to pay debts already due, or 
to prosecute contracts for works then cominenced 
and in a state so forward as to forbid their abandon- 
ment. ‘This public debt has been contracted under 
full authority of law. The faith and honor of the 
people are pledged in the most soleinn manner to the 
payment of the interest annually accruing, and to 
the final payment of the principal. Every conside- 
ration of duty, integrity and national fidelity, binds 
us to the honest performance of our part of the bar- 
gain with the holders of the certificates of our loans. 
It is immaterial whether we received these loans in 
paper money, or in gold and silver; whether in 
merchandise, rail roid iron, or any other commodi- 


ty; we have received a consideration in something; | 


we have issued the certificates of stock, and we 
rust abide by the contracts which we ourselves in- 
vited others to make with us, and ratified in all due 
forms of laws. 


“I stated, in my inaugural address, that I believ- 
ed although the state debt was large, and a conside- 
rable portion of it had been inturred by injudicious 
egislation and expenditure, yet that I was con- 
vioced the public improvements constructed -by it, 
and the general increase of the value of the pro- 
perty in the commonwealth, were fully equal to the 
Whole amount of the debt. I still entertain the 
Same opinion; but, in submitting to your considera- 
tiou a statement of the resources of the common- 
wealth, I feel it to be incumbent on me to exhibit 
the actual productiveness of our internal iimprove- 
ments ina lizht soinewhat less flattering than that 
in which it has usually appeared. I am constrained 
to pursue this course, by a high sense of daty, and 
not by any desire to arouse hostility against them 
or to weaken the confidence of the public in their 
ultimate value and utility. It has been customary 
hitherto, to state the gross amount of tolls derived 
from our canals and rail roads in such a inanner as 
to convey the iinpression that they yielded that 
Sum, clear of all deductions for management and 
repairs. The constant yearly increase of tolls has 
served asa powerful stimulant to the prosecution 
and extension of the entire system of our improve- 
ments. Men of sangnine feelings have confidently 
looked forward to an early day on which the tolls 
arising from our improvements would not only pay 
the interest on the whole state debt, but yield, in 
addition, a large surplus to be applied to the extin- 
Fulsiment of the principal. Local interest, and 
ardent publie enterprise, readily concurred in this 
Opinion. We bal embarked in the system too 
deeply, both in pecuniary investments and in state 
pride, to turn back. The great undertaking must 


§9 through; we had pledged our faith, our fir:eness, | 


4+ ples, I am proud to claim a rank. 





and our ability to that effort, and we gathered hope 
and confidence wherever they could be found. It 
is not surprising, therefore, that our governors, le- 
gislators, and people have deceived themselves, and 
deceived each other, in pursuit of this favorite ob- 
ject. It forms no just ground of censure against 
the active suppogters of our system of internal im- 
provements, that they have fallen short, far short, of 
public expectation in the amount of revenue they 
aiford. The time inay, perhaps, arrive, at no very 
distant day, when the increase of our population, 
business and wealth, will enable us to realize the 
flattering anticipations of the early friends of the 
system; among whom,as an unwavering advocate 
and supporter of that systein, on judicous princi- 
It is immate- 
rial what we had hoped, or what we now desire, on | 
this subject; itis our duty, as prudent and faithful 
guardians of the public interests, to examine it with 
candor, and to act upon it without concealinent or 
fear.” 

The governor then goes on to make an exposi- 
tion of the resources of the state, which, without 
taxation, he considers as wholly inadequate to meet 
the demands upon it created by its debt. ‘We are 
now,’ says he, “compelled to forego all temporary 
expedients, and to lock the true state of things in 
the face. We must resort to taxes, to the sale of 
the public iinprovements, or to further loans. The 
public improvements cannot be sold but at a most 


ruinons sacrifice; and as to loans, it is doubtful 


whether we can procure them atall, unless at an 
anwarranted rate of interest. Notwithstanding all 
these difficulties, this sum due by the state must be 
paid.”’ 

Before considering the alternative modes of taxa- 
tion, &e for this purpose, the governor turns to and 
discusses the present state and condition of the 
banks of the commonwealth, and of the U. States 
generally, upon which he makes the following 
sound practical and sensible observations: 

‘In legislating on this subject, however, we can- 
not close our eyes to the peculiar condition of the 
country. We must take things as we find them.— 
We are not considering what would be the proper 
course if we were now about to introduce for the 
first time, a system of banking in Pennsylvania.— 
That question was settled long ago, and by a con- 
stant and rapid progression it has been entwining 
itself with every interest and every measure of po- 
licy in this commonwealth. It has, for good or for 
evil, stamped its influence on every commercial, 
manufactu:ing and agricultural interest among our 
citizens. 


— = 





tions of all kinds are soon compelled to curtail or 
stop, and numerous ‘industrious operatives* are 
thrown out of employment, or compelled to resort 
to other occupations that they do not anderstand, for 
the means of supporting their families. Besides 
though Pennsylvania might abrogate her banking 
system altogether, yet we have no assnrance that 
other states would follow herexample. It would be 
difficult, if not impossible, to probibit their bank 
notes from circulation among us, and we should 
thus suffer the worst eviis of the banking system 
without its benefits; for the banks of other states 
would be situated beyond the reach of our legisla- 
tion and control. I know of no other mode of se- 
curing uniform and contemporaneous action, on this 
important subject, among all the states of the union, 
except through the agency of the general govern- 
ment, which, if not already possessed of the power 
necessary for that purpose, should be clothed with it 
by an amendment of the constitution.” 

Again, we quote the message: 

“A system of credit, acled on with caution and 
sound judgment, is not only wise and judicious, 
but indispensable to an enlightened business coim- 
munity. The honesty, industry and capacity of a 
poor man, is his only capital, and unless it gives him 
credit where he is known, there is litue practical 
difference between the condition of the honest and 
dishonest, the capable and the ignorant man. The 
station of men in society, on the ee. principle, 
would be fixed by their birth, aid merit would be 
regarded as a booiless qualification. This is not the 
doctrine of nature or of our Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, and Aimerican system of government. 

“The credit system will be seldom abused in the 
case of inidividuals; but not soin that of corpora- 
tions and governments. When men judge in their 
individual relations, they weigh things well; when 
as members of corporations and governments, their 
caution corresponds with their share of the respon- 
sibility. Our present condition illustrates the truth 
of this position, and calls aloud on the representa- 
lives of the people to pause and reflect. Let no 
more state debts, not indispensably necessary to pre- 
serve the faith and honor of the states, be con- 
tracted; let no certificates of loan be issned, and no 
commercial commodities be imported for a few 
years. We will thus overcome our present difficul- 
ties, and re-establish our credit at home and abroad. 
This is the only course dictated by pradence and 
honesty.” 

The governor then goes on to makeva variety of 
recommendations in reference to the banking insti- 





Under the operation of this systein, and | tutions of the state, such, for example, as the pas- 


on the faith of its continuance, in some form, all our | sage of laws for requiring a graduated resumption of 
business has been undertaken, our contracts between | specie payments by the banks: for the appointment 


individuals entered into, and their debts contracted, 
our internal improvements commenced, and our vast 
state debt fastened on the-people. Abrogate the en- 
tire system, and we know not into what condition it 
will plunge us. Real estate and all commodities of 
commerce, agriculture and manufactures, now bear- 
ing the highest paper price, must fall greatly in value 
and by that fall in price, thousands of (he enterprising 
and industrious of our fellow citizens will be irre- 
trievably ruined. The ten years immediately follow- 
ing the last war with Great Britain furnish us some 
instructive lessons on this subject,though very inade- 
quate to portray the consequences that would follow 
the same causes in our present situation. And what 
heightens the evils anticipated is, the reflection that 
the poor and those in moderate circumstances would 
be obliged to endure the brunt of the hardships — 
Vhe rich, being the creditors, have little to fear 
from such change in our system of currency—it is 
fne debtor part of the community on whom the 
chief burden is cast. Jn adopting coercive mea- 
sures against the banks, it shouid not be forgotten 
that the penal consequences do not fall on them 
alone. The vast number of individuals, from whom 
so many millions are due to those institutions, would 
feel most oppressed by the blow. Nor wouid it be 
right or just to cast the great mass ef innocent 
stockholders beyond the pale of legislative ‘protec- 
tion. ‘Ihe officers and directors, who are, in fact, 
chargeable with most, if not the entire blaine, would 
readily screen themselves from it, elude the laws, 
take care of themselves, profit by the suffering and 
losses of the innocert, and leave those to perish who 
had little, if any, active agency in producing the 
present state of things. ‘This is a matter worthy of 
your most serious and deliberate consideration. 
“On reference to the history of all commercial 
nations, it will be found that very considerable fluc- 
tuation in the eurrency operates directly, and with 
greatest severity, on the laboring part of the com- 
inunity. While currency is ina state of transition, 
from a cheaper to a dearer medium, the prices of 
waves are first affected, without an immediate cor- 
responding change in the price of the necessaries of 
life. Those who carry on extensive business opera- 


of a board of bank commissioners; for preventing 
any bank of the commonwealth from purchasing and 
holding of bank stock, or any other stock except 
their own, and the stock of the state or of the United 








| States; fur repealing the law authorising bank stock- 
| holders to vote by proxies; for prohibiting the prac- 
tice of issuing post notes; for making the directors 
of banks personally responsible for notes issued un- 
der their direction, if at any time they exceed in 
ainount the ratio of three to one of specie held by 
the banks respectively; for restricting bank di- 
vidends to seven per cent. per annum on their 
stock, &c. 

As if to signalize this executive message by a 
union of the extremes of truth and error, the go- 
vernor winds up his plausible if not practical recom- 
inendations on this head by an eulogy on the merits 
of “an independent treasury for the general govern- 
ment,’ and “the laudable efforts cf the president of 
the United States on behalf of it!” 

After reviewing further the resources of the state, 
the governor brings himself to the following con- 
clusions as to the best mode of overcoming the pre- 
sent financial embarrassments of the state; which 
we must say, without reference, however, to his 
allusions to the previous state administrations, are 
characterised by a sturdy integrity and a manly 
breasting of responsibility which command our re- 
spect: : Nap ee Laas 

“In expressing my own opinion in favor of a re- 
sort to taxation, 1 do it with no inconsiderable de- 
gree of reluctance; but it must be obvious to every 
citizen of the commonwealth that his house, bis 
farm, and his property are all pledged, beyond pos- 
sibility of release, tothe ullimate payment of the 
state debt, and the interest thereon accruing, agree- 
ably to the stipulation with the loan-holders. Nor 
is this the worst view of our situation. The state 
has been actually compounding, for years past, from 
a million to a millwon and a half interest annually; 
and the question is now submitted whether we are 
thus to continue adding, half yearly, this enormous 
amount of insterest to the principal of our state 
debt, and to continue in this pusillanimous course 
of policy, frown year to year, of shofiling off 
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the evil day, and entailing this frightful legacy on 
posterity. It isa reproach on the people of Penn- 
syivania to suppose they can be longer kept in the 
dark in regard to the situation in which we find 
them. All they want to know, to ensure a ready 
compliance with this indispensable call upon their 
patriotism, is to know the necessity of the measure. 
Phe experience of more than half a century forti- 
fies ne in the belief that the good sense of the peo- 
ple of this great commonwealth is rarely appealed 
to in vain. In assuming the responsibility of re- 
commending this measure, I am fully sensible of 
what is to be encountered, and aware of the conse- 
quences that are to follow; and if, in this expression 
of the honest convictions of ny own mind, and the 
fearless discharge of the duties incumbent on me, 
I shall not be borne out by my fellow citizens, I 
shall at least have the consolation to know that I 
have done that which I conscientiously believe to 
be right, and which I think will bear the reflection 
of after years. The time of evasion is gone; the 
public mind has been too long fed with miserable 
expedients. The time for action is at hand. Our 


country expects every man to do his duty, and he . 
that has not nerve enough for the crisis should give | 





either suspended. or contemplated, will in a few 
years go into operation. The business on ovr pub- 
lic improvements, as well as the permanent mass of 


the wealth of the people of this state, must thus be 
immeasurable increased.”’ 





THE POSTMASTER GENERAL AND THE 
RAIL ROAD COMPANY. 
Post office depariment, January 8, 1840. 
Joshua Vansant, esq. postmaster, Baltimore. 

Sir: Your letter of the 6th to the contract office, 
stating that the trunk containing packages for New 
York and Philadelphia, was stopped at the depot in 
your city, the preceding day, by the vice president 
of the rail road company, has been laid before me. 

When instructions were given you to take out of 
the mail the packages of letters for New York and 
Philadelphia, and send them forward by a special 
messenger in order to give them the greatest prac- 
ticable expedition, it was not supposed that the de- 
partment was attempting to infringe upon any right 
or privilege of the rail road company. To them 
such special messenger, could only be known as a 
passenger, subject to the laws and regulations, 
charges and fees which govern and are required from 


place to those better fitted for the einergency. Nei- | any other passenger. Limiting himself to the ordi- 
ther the present legislature nor myself had any ‘nary weight of baggage allowed to be carried, it was 


thing to do with contracting this debt—it is fixed 
upon us by those who have gone before us; and the 
same rule of prudence and sound policy that would 
govern the conduct of a private individual holds 
equally good in the case of the commonwealth, 
under this state of things. The private individual 
would tax his industry and his property to the ut- 
most to pay off a debt, and the interest upon it, 
that was consuming the avails of his industry and 
his substance; so, also, it seems to me, should the 
representatives of a wise and judicious people. 
Taxation would pay the interest; it would eventu- 
ally constitute a sinking fund to pay off the prin- 
cipal of the state debt, and should be continued till 
the income of the public improvements would ren- 
der longer taxation unnecessary. The crisis de- 
mands the exercise of the most far-reaching saga- 
city, the calmest judgment, and the most fearless 

atriotism. [am sure the legislature will meet it 
in the right spirit, to disarm it of its perils. Com- 
ing, as you do, from all quarters of the state, and 
possessing a more intimate knowledge ofthe circum- 
states and wants of the people than I can, 1 most 
cheerfully surrender this important subject to you, 
satisfied that prudence and justice will direct your 
action upon it.” ‘ 

There are many subjects of interest peculiar to 
the state which are referred to in the residue of 
this message, which more concern the people of 
that state than our readers generally. The following 
paragraph, in reference to the value of a thorough 
geological survey of the state, is, however, of gene- 
ral interest: 

“The coal and iron of Pennsylvania are more 
valuable, as sources of wealth and employment, 
than mines of the precious metals are in countries 
where they are found. They furnish investments 
for large aimounts of capital, give constant employ- 
ment to numerous operatives, and, under ordinary 
circumstances, with prudent management, yield a 
certain and regular profit to all engaged in the bu- 
siness. ‘They pay a large portion of the tolls upon 
our public improvements, and constitute the most 
important share of freight for those engaged in 
transportation upon our canals and rail roads, as 
well as for numerous vessels engaged in the coast- 
ing trade. ‘he value of coal and iron must neces- 
sarily be much enhanced by the recent successful 
application of anthracite coal as fuel for smelting 
iron ore, which will, in all probability, introduce a 
new era in the iron business in our commonwealth. 
Should the experiment become generally successful, 
of which little doubt is entertained, it will save us 
the necessity of importing large amounts of iron 
for rail roads, as well as other purposes, which 
Pennsylvania, in that event, would be able to fur- 
nish in abundance, net only for her own use, and 
that of her citizens, but for a large portion of her 
sister states. Possessing, as Pennsylvania does, the 
great bulk of the iron ore and anthracite coal for- 
mation of this country, in alternate strata in the 
same territory, and situated in a quarter of the union 
peculiarly accessible by means of her geographical 
position, and canals and rail roads, she must enjoy, 
almost exclusively the great revenue that will arise 
from this source. A large portion of our public 
debt abroad was contracted in.the purchase of rail 
road iron, which would have been obtained in this 
country if it had been possible to procure it here. 
It is confidently believed that the coal and iron 
tields of this commonwealth will hereafter furnish 
a cheap and adequate supply; and, if so, there is 
every reason to think that the numerous rail roads 
in nearly all the states of the union, that have been 


not supposed that the company had a right to inquire 
of what it was composed, much less to stop it, should 
it be found to embrace letters, newspapers or pam- 
phiets. 

Claiming nothing of the company whieh is not the 
right of every traveller passing over their road, the 


department saw no necessity or propriety in inform- 


ing them beforehand that these special messengers 
would be employed, although it well knew that 
from the nature of their business, the fact would 
immediately become known to them. 

Grave considerations arise out of this assumption 
of power on the part of.the rail road company, to 
arrest the progress of a government messenger, or 
any other passenger, by stopping the trunk which 
contains his baggage. If this department has nota 
right to send a special messenger over the road, 
conver ing packages of letters or papers, neither has 
any other departmentof the government. Messen- 
gers of the state, treasury, war and navy depart- 
ments, colveying papers of the utmost importance 
to the business, peace and security of the country, 
may be arrested in their course by stopping their 
baggage, because they are in the act of conveying 
letters and papers which belong to the government. 

The principle does not stop here. ‘There is no- 
thing in the law which distinguishes a public mes- 
senger with his baggage, from the agent of a mer- 


* * ~ 5 * 
chant, or other citizen or his baggage. The com- 


pany have the same right to refuse to carry the 
trunk of a merchant’s clerk travelling to N. York 
upon the business of his employer, because it has 
letters or papers in it not his own, that they have to 
stop the trunk of a messenger of the government. 
Every merchant in Baltimore, and every other citi- 
zen who sends an agent along this road, is liable to 
have his business arrested by the stopping of his 
trunk upon the ground that it contains something 
which the company do not choose to convey. 

If they can stop the trunk of a messenger or agent, 
public or private, on account of its contents, they 
can stop the trunk of any other traveller for the 
same reason. Any ordinary traveller is liable to be 
arrested in his journey by the arbitrary stoppage of 
his baggage on the pretence that there is something 
with it which does not belong to him, and which 
vm rail road company choose to put under their 

an. 

Does not this assumption of right to stop a trank 
embrace another right—the right of search? If the 
company have aright to stop a passenger’s trunk 
on account of its contents, can their right to take 
the necessary steps to ascertain what those contents 
are, be denied? Cannot they refuse to carry any 
trunk unless it be opened and its contents shown 
to them, that they may know there is nothing con- 
traband in it? 

On adverting to the charter of this company 
granted by the state of Maryland, 1 find that it con- 
tains the following provision as to tolls on passen- 

ers, VIZ: 

«For the transportation of passengers not exceed- 
ing four cents a mile for each passenger and bag- 
gage not weighing more than fifty pounds, or occu- 
pying a space of more than two cubic feet.” 

No power is given them to discriminate between 
public men or private citizens, between agents or 
principals, offering themselves as passengers. The 
company are common carriers who are bound to 


convey all persons offering with their baggage. As} 


to the character of the baggage, the law gives them 
no right to inquire. As to guantily, they have a 





right to see that it does not weigh more than fifty 
pounds, or occupy ia space more than two cubic 
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feet. If there be overweight or overbulk, they hay 
an undoubted right to refuse to take it, but for nt 
other reason. And in accordance with this rine; 

ple, it was probably never before heard of in this 
country, that a rail road ep; ot refused to carr 

the legal weight and bulk of baggage on account of 
the materials which composed it. 

In this state of the law and the facts, I cannot but 
look on the act of the company in stopping the trunk 
referred to, as a high-handed assumption of power 
as little justifiable in itself as it is in the motive 
which dictated it. The company had refused to 
convey the mails on the terms offered by congress, 
demanding a rate of compensation never heard of 
for a like service in this country or any other, bein 
$50,000 per annum, or upwards of $500 per inile, 
Not being authorised or willing to give this rate of 
compensation, the department made arrangements 
for the conveyance of the mails on other lines; but 
to keep up the correspondence between the north 
and the south with the greatest expedition, was 
willing to hire special messengers to pass over this 
road daily to carry the letter packages, or so many 
of them as did not exceed the weight of baggage ai. 
lowed by law to passengers. This did the compa. 
ny no harm. On the contrary, it gave them two 
additional passengers every day, and brought them 
in $8 aday, equal to $2,920 per year. What motive 
can actuate them in throwing away this sum in 
clear profit? They are under no necessity to change 
their hours to run in the night, to cross the Susque. 
hannah in the dark, to do any thing whatever which 
brings them loss, danger or inconvenience. What 
then can be the motive of this extraordinary step’ 
I am sorry not to be able to perceive any other than 
a determination to put the public to all practicable 
inconvenience in its letter correspondence with the 
view of coercing submission to their exorbitant de- 
mand. If there be any other motive it would give 
me pleasure to know it, because it is a reproach to 
our country and our age that institutions created to 
serve the public so often assume to be its masters, 

Ag one whose duty it is to maintain the right of 
the public as connected with one of the great de- 
partments of the government, I deem it incumbent 
on me to vindicate by aJl lawful and constitutional 
means, the right of the government to send special 
messengers over this road with whatever baggage 
it chooses to entrust to them not exceeding fifty 
pounds in weight, and not occupying more than 
two cubic feet. Very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, AMOS KENDALL. 


POSTMASTER GENERAL’S REPORT. 
Post office department, Nov, 30, 1839. 
Str: The post roads of the United States covered 
by mail service on the 30th day of June last, were, 
as nearly as can be ascertained, 133,999 miles in ex- 
tent. The rate of annual transportation on that day 
was about 34,496,878 miles, and its cost 3,285,622 
dollars, viz: 








Miles. Cost. 
By horse and sulkey 11,447,147 $864,569 
By stage and coach 19,653,676 1,900,451 
By steamboat and rail road 3,396,055 520,602 
Total 34,496,878 $3,285,622 


This is exclusive of transportation by steamboat 
and other vessels, under the fifth and sixth sections 
of the act of 1825, which costs about 16,300 dollars 
more. 


The lettings of the year have generally been al . 


lower prices than for some preceding years, but not 
so low as the same routes were let four years ago. 
Most of the service which was last year suspend- 
ed, has been restored; and the new routes establish- 
ed by the act of 7th July, 1838, with few excep- 
tions, have been put in operation. 
The speed of the ordinary mail having been so in- 
creased as to reduce the time of transit between N. 
York and New Orleans-to nine days, the express 
mail, which ran in seven, has been discontinued, 
and the southwestern branch, which yielded but 4 
small portion of its cost, fell with the main trunk. 
It is possible that the recent suspension of specié 
payments by the banks, in a large portion of the 
union, may again check the increased revenue of 
the department so as to make retrenchments neces: 
sary; but,in any event, they will be inconsiderable. 
On the 30th of June last, the number of post of 
fices was 12,780, showing an increase of 261 during 
the preceding year. The number established was 
601, and the number discontinued was 340. The 
number of postmasters appointed, including new of- 
ficers, was 2,888. 
The number of post offices this day is 13,028. 
The number of mail contractors in service during 
the last year, was about 1,838. Of this number, 
489 have been fined, or had deductions made from 
their pay, for sundry delinquences. ‘The aggrega’ 
of fines is $57,738 62, and of deductions $22,066 
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04, excluding remissions, the whole amounting to 
¢79,894 63. 

A great majority of the contractors have perform- 
ed the service with the most exemplary punctuality.. 
The revenue of the department for the year ending 

the 39th June, 1838, was $4,235,077 97 
The expenditures were 4,621,837 16 





Excess of expenditures $386,759 18 
This excess was made up by surplus funds of 
ceding years. 
The es of the year ending on the 30thof June 
last, was rey $4,476,638 56 
The engagements and liabilities of the 
department for the same year,were 4,624,117 86 





Excess of engagements and liabilities $147,479 30 

The surplus still on hand has prevented embar- 
rassment. 

The cash on hand, according to the latest reports 
of postmasters, is $206,701 95. There is also re- 
maining in banks $33,453 72, of which only $2,907 
03 is available. More than half the available funds 
on hand will be required to pay balances due for the 
services of the last quarter. | 

Compared with the preceding year, the revenue 
has increased about 54 per cent. and the aggregate 
increase was $241,560 59. 

From a comparative statement, embracing the re- 
turns of post offices yielding over $100 per quarter, 
it appears that the revenue of the quarter ending the 
80th September last, exceeded that of the corres- 
ponding quarter of last year about 84 percent. It 
is feared, however, that in consequence of the de- 
rangement produced by the suspension of payment 
by so many banks, this rate of advance will not be 
maintained through the year. 

The accounts of postmasters are rendered with a 
promptitude which can scarcely find a parallel in 
the businessof mankind. Inalist of so many thou- 
sand post offices, there are necessarily many inci- 
dents, such a3 sickness, deaths, resignations, ab- 
sences, removals, changes in mail routes, &c. &c. 
which prevent the regular rendition of accounts, the 
new appointments alone averaging last year 722 
per quarter. Most of the accounts are forwarded 
to the department by the first mail after the termi- 
nation of the quarter, and out of a list of 12,780 
post offices, for the quarter ending 30th June last, 
there were but 217, tne accounts of which were not 
received before the termination of the next quarter; 
and of this number about 40 had been very recently 
established, or liad not been supplied with mails. 

The moneys received by postmasters are, in ge- 
neral, paid over with equal promptitude. It is be- 
lieved that about 11,000 of the whole number paid 
over the proceeds of each quarter to contractors 
within two weeks after its close. Of that class of 
postmasters, the proportion of delinquents is re- 
markably small. ‘The draft officers in general pay, 
when drawn upon, with equal punctuality. Two 
cases have occurred, within the year, indicating the 
necessity of further legal restraints upon postmas- 
ters intrusted with large sums of money. 

When it is extensively inculcated as a principle, 
that the public money, instead of being retained 
for the public service, ought to be made use of in 
private operations, it is not surprising that some of 
the postiwasters, notwithstanding the utmost efforts 
of the department to prevent it, should practise 
upon the precept. Nothing is likely to make them 
all duly sensible of the heniousness of the offence 
but an act of congress, declaring it to be acrime, 
punishable according to the magnitude of the sum 
thus applied. 

Congress have heretofore fixed the maximum of 
compensation to be 
the mails upon rail roads at $300 per mile. It was 
obviously their intention, that, where the maximum 
of compensation is given, the rail road companies 
shall afford the public, in- return, the best practica- 
ble mail accommodation. 

Under existing arrangements, the great mail for 
the south and west is detained six to eight hours in 
Philadelphia. Desirous, in the renewal of the con- 
tracts to take effect in January next, to put an end 
to this detention, the-department offered the Phila- 
delphia, Wilmington and Baltimore rail road com- 
pany. the maximum of compensation allowed b 
aw,on condition that they would carry two maiis 
a day, one connecting with the night line from N. 
York, and the other with the morning line. It is 
the night line which brings on the great mail, and 
to carry it forward without interruption, it would 
be necessary for this company to leave Philadelphia 
not later than one o’clock, A.M. This the company 
declined doing for the compensation offered, and 
Were willing, for the $300 per mile, only to con- 
tinue'the present service, running one daily mail, 
and that a‘ hours most convenient for their other 
business. Deeming it essential to the interest of 


paid for the transportation of 





the public that a connected mail line should be had 
on this great thoroughfare, I have not felt myself 
at liberty to accept any service which would longer 
admit of the present injurious delay at Philadelphia. 
Minor considerations it was proposed to waive; but 
without effect. The consequence is, that the de- 
partment may be deprived of the use of that road 
for the next contract term. 

Rail roads cheapen travel and the transportation 
of produce and merchandise, and no reason is per- 
ceived why they should not also cheapen the trans- 
portation of the mails under the same circumstan- 
ces. When the mails are carried in stages or on 
horseback, the department exercises an absolute 
control over the hours. But the proposition of the 
company in question more than doubles the ordina- 
ry cost of such service, and denies to the depart- 
ment the control of the hours. If even the sum 
demanded were not the highest the department can 
lawfully pay for any rail road service, it would for 
these reasons be deemed much too high for the ser- 
vice proposed. 

Nor is the sum of $300 per mile deemed too small 
a compensation for the service required. The 
travel would still go with the mails as it does now, 
and many passengers who do not travel at all or 
take the Pennsylvania lines to the west, would 
leave New York in the evening, if this company 
would convey them to Baltimore by the next 
morning, there to take the established lines to the 
south and west. The department, therefore, asks 
them to do only what it is believed to be their in- 


terest to do. 


Experience has proved that travel is increased 
in proportion to the reduction of its cost. This 
has been illustrated on steamboat routes. But rail 
roads have an advantage over steamboats, because 
they can reduce the cost of travel without reducing 
their own charges. By running in connection with 
each other, and enabling travellers to proceed on 
their way by night as well as by day, they save 
tavern bills to the traveller, and greatly reduce his 
expenses. A great increase of travel is the certain 
consequence. In this close connection, therefore, 
consists their highest interest. All rail roads in 
connection with each other, will ultimately find 
their profit in considering themselves parts of one 
system, in submitting to the inconveniences of 
their respective positions, and in so arranging their 
hours of running as to make connected travelling 
lines, and not impose on travellers the necessity of 
stopping at intermediate points in their journey. 
And it is this close connection, most favorable to 
rail roads in reference to travel, which the depart- 
ment requires for the transmission of the mails. 
Ought the companies to ask, or the department to 
pay, exorbitant sums for that which it is their own 
interest to nende? 

Certain it is, that if the demands of rail road 
companies are to be satisfied, most of whom are 
nut willing to serve the public as they serve indivi- 
duals, and seem to think that the government is 
bound to make their investments profitable there 
will be little left of the means of this department 
to pay for the conveyance of the mails on other 
lines, much of the interior of the country must be 
deprived of them altogether, and the rates of post- 
age, instead of being reduced, must be increased. 

Hopes are entertained, however, that the compa- 
ny in question will yet accept the provision which 
congress has made. It appears to be so obviously 
their interest to avail themselves of the additional 
travel which a well connected line would bring 
them, and to prevent the withdrawal of a large por- 
tion of the western travel which would inevitably 
follow the organization of a line forthe conveyance 
of the great western mail upon the Pennsylvania 
roads, that perseverance in their refusal cannot rea- 
sonably be expected. In the mean time, the de- 
partment is proceeding to make the best arrange- 
ments it ean, for the mail service, without reference 
to the use of that.road, and with the determination 
in no event to make any contract with the compa- 
ny which shall not secure a close connection with 
the mail from New York. If circumstances should 
hereafter require it, this matter will be made the 
subject of a special report. 

A difficulty somewhat similar has arisen upon the 


y | steamboat route between New York and New Haven. 


Formerly, the mail was carried six times a week on 
that route for $4,000 per annum. At the last regular 
letting in that section, it was let for daily service at 
$6,000, with a proviso that if the company should 
be dissolved, the contractshonld be at an end. Last 
spring they gave notice of dissolution to the depart- 
ment. Their successors refused to cortinue the 
service for less than $30,000 per annum. ‘The de- 
partment offered $6,000 for six times a week ser- 
vice, and $8,000 for daily; but the new company 
would only reduce their exorbitant demand to 
$15,000, with the privilege of selecting their own 


hours for the service. ‘The department then with- 
drew its propositions, and made an arrangement for 
the transportation of its mails by land. ame 
Subsequently a temporary arrangement was made 
with a gentleman of great energy, to charter boats 
and put on another line for the purpose of couvey- 
ing the mails. After making several efforts, he re- 
pee to the department, that although boats could 
e procured for any other service, so great was the 
fear of the principal owner upon the New Haven 
line, or so extensive a combination existed, that no 
suitable boat could be chartered on any terms, to 
run on that line in opposition. 
The department is consequently powerless, under 
existing laws, to give the country the best practica- 
ble mail service in that direction, without submit- 
ting to palpable extortion. Rather than submit to 
the latter alternative, I have deemed it my duty to 
continue the mail upon the land route, and refer to 
congress for a remedy. 
In these days of combination and monopoly, that 
which exists on one steamboat route may be ex- 
pected on others of more importance, unless pre- 
vented by timely precautions. An effective remed 
in this case, and a preventive in all others of a simi- 
lar character, may be found in puttihg it within the 
power of the department to run steamboats tempo- 
rarily in such emergencies, to be discontinued as 
soon as reasonable‘contracts can be secured. The 
case in question shows that the department cannot 
rely upon chartering suitable boats. The only ef- 
fective means appears to be, to authorise the post- 
master general to purchase, or build two or three 
boats suited to the service, or direct the war or 
navy department to add a few such boats to their 
present force, with a view to aid the post office de- 
partment when occasion may require it. The exis- 
tence of the power and ability of the department to 
put on a line of steamboats in cases of attempted 
extortion, would undoubtedly avert the necessity of 
its exercise. 

Great difficulty is found in bringing to justice 
mail robbers in some cases, on account of the in- 
adequacy of the present laws to secure the atten- 
dance of distant witnesses. The compensation al- 
lowed to them is not sufficient to pay their expen- 
ses, without reference to the value of their time.— 
Cases of extreme hardship have been presented to 
the department, and allowances asked for out of its 
funds, but in cases where the process of the court 
could reach them, it has been decided that the de- 
partment could not lawfully add to the allowance 
provided by act of congress. It seems but just, 
that men who are required to devote their time to 
the public, should be paid not only their actual ex- 
penses, but a fair compensation. 

The radical change in the rates of postage on let- 
ters, recently adopted in Great Britain has attracted 
much attention in the United States. To enable 
me to furnish congress with information on that 
subject, and all others connected with the post es- 
tablishments in several of the most considerable 
European countries, I have despatched one of the 
special agents of this department to Europe with in- 
structions to visit them in person, and furnish me 
ininute details of their organization and operations. 
Many documents and some interesting particulars 
have been received from him, but he has not as yet 
been able to prepare himself to make a detailed re- 
port. As soon as such report shall be received, it 
is intended tosubmit to congress all the information 
it may contain for their consideration. With the 
highest respect, AMOS KENDALL, 

To the president of the United States. 





NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
Report of the secretary of the navy, of a plan for the 
reorganization of the navy department. 
Nuvy department, December 30, 1839. 
Srr: In compliance with a resolution of the house 
of representatives of the Uniled States, passed the 
19th of February, 1839, directing the secretary of 
the navy to “report to this house at the commence- 
ment of the next congress a plan for the reorgani- 
zation of this branch of the public service, adopting 
as the basis of bis plan the division of the duties 
now performed by the board of navy commissioners, 





and their assignment to separate bureaux,” I have 
the honor to submit the following outlines of a sys- 
tem based on the principle presented in the resolu- 
tion. 

Refore, however, entering on the details, it may 
not be without its uses to present a concise sketch 
of the motives and proceedings which led to the 
present organization. 

Immediately on the conclusion of the late war 
with England, the subject of a reform in the ad- 
ministration of the department occupied the atten- 
tion of congress. Although the events of that war 
exhibited such ample and decisive evidence of per- 





fection in the model, construction and equipment 
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of our vessels, as well as the valor, skill and disci- 
pline with which these admirable qualities were 
directed to the protection of our commerce and the 
acquisition of national glory, still an opinion pre- 
vailed, more especiatly amoug the most judicious 
and experienced officers of the navy, that various 
and extensive reforins might be introduced with 
great advantage to the service as well as benefit to 
the country. 

The representatives of the states and of thé peo- 
le shared in this impression, and on the 18th of 
March, 1814, the senate of the United States passed 

a resolution directing the secretary of the navy 
“to devise and digest a system for the better organi- 
zation of the department of the navy of the United 
States.” On the 15th of November following, the 
secretary accordingly presented a report, accom- 
panied by a bill contemplating, among other things, 
the establishment of a board of inspectors or coin- 
missioners, with powers so various, extensive and 
independent, as in a great measure to supersede 
the most imporfant functions and prerogatives of 
the head of the department. The ground assumed 
as the basis of this division of executive power, as 
stated by the secretary of the navy, was, ‘that the 
duties enjoined, or which necessarily devolved on 
that officer, particularly during a period of active 
and diversified hostility, are beyond the powers of 
any individual to discharge to the best advantage, 
cannot, be doubted; though, by great labor and as- 
siduity, with adequate professional qualifications, 
he may possibly perform the general and most es- 
sential branches of duty, with tolerable success.” 

The report then proceeds to state, ‘that our navy 
is not excelled in any thing which constitutes ef- 
ficiency, perfect equipment and general good quali- 
ties, will be admitted. The same energy, skill, 
vigilance and intrepidity, which distinguished the 
commercial navigators of the United States, charac- 
terize the officers and seamen of the navy. ‘The 
gaine superioriiy of construction which gave to its 
commercial marine that celerity and security for 
which it is distinguished, may be seen in the Ame- 
rican navy, which is truly indigenous and distin- 
guished from any other. The independent charac- 
ter of the nation is manifestly seen in the genius 
of the navy. The classes of our ships, their form, 
construction, ornament and equipment, have been 
tested by experience, and found to have been hap- 
pily adapted to circumstances, coinpelling the ene- 
my to employ ships of the line against frigates, or 
to construct a new class of ships. Their efficiency 
and perfection have extorted the praise of the 
enemy.” 

It would seem that a systém which produced 
such results could not have been radically defec- 
tive, either in its general principles orin their prac- 
tical application. Still it was undoubtedly wanting 
in various parts of its internal administration, and 
these defects were briefly and comprehensively 
summed up in a report of the naval committee of 
the house of representatives, of which the honora- 
ble William Reed was chairman, and to which was 
referred a resolution directing an inquiry ‘whether 
any, and, if any, what means of retrenchment, 
economy and of reform in the general management, 
and of extension and efficiency in the naval esta- 
blishment, may be practicable and expedient.’’ 

The defects supposed to exist, and proposed to 
be remedied, were: 

“First. The excessive and laborious duties of 
the secretary. 

**Second. The want of sufficient checks upon, 
and the consequent irresponsibility of, subordinate 
agents. 

“Third. The great latitude allowed comman- 
ders of vessels in altering, repairing and furnishing 
their ships.” 

It will thus be seen that, with the exception of 
the first, all the defects which the committee could 
discover in the organization of the navy depart- 
ment consisted in the absence of a proper system 
of checks and responsibilities in the disbursement 
of the public moneys, and in the great latitude al- 
lowed to commande:s in altering, repairing and 
furnishing their ships. 

To remedy these, and to relieve the secre- 
tary of the navy from the performance of those va- 
rious and discordant duties which from a want of 
technical and professional knowledge it was scarcely 
possible he could adequately perform, or which 
from their extent and variety, no one individual 
was able to accomplish, a board of navy commis- 
sioners was established, such as exists at this time. 

The act creating this board confers on it ‘the 
power to adopt such rules and regulations for the 
yovernment of their meetings as they may judge 
expedient;” attaches them to the office of the se- 
cretary of the navy, under whose superintendence 
they shall discharge all the ministerial duties of 


quisition of the secretary of the navy, to furnish all 


of the naval forces of the United States, as now by 
law possessed.” 


head of the department and the board of commis- 
sioners as to the boundaries of their respective 
rights and duties. Practice, experience and re- 
flection have, however, long since settled these 
conflicting claims, and it is believed that no serious 
collision has since occurred to disturb that harmony 
of action so essential to the well-being of the ser- 
vice. No principle is settled; no decision involv- 
ing a principle adopted or carried into effect, with- 
out the sanction of the secretary of the navy.— 
The ministerial duties connected with the construc- 
tion and equipment of vessels of war, the procure- 
ment of supplies, and the superintendence of navy 
yards, have been assigned to the board of navy 
commissioners. The responsibility of the beard, 
in its action on these, is complete. But although 
the journal of its proceedings distinctly shows 


sponsibility insufficient, and to require a systeim 


fore the public in his individual capacity. For this 
purpose, a classification and distribution of the du- 
ties of the department is obviously necessary. 


arrange themselves under two distinct heads. The 
first comprises those connected with the more ge- 
neral and comprehensive interests of the state.— 


sioned as the exigencies of the case may seem to 
require, and the direction, employment and disci- 


stores and materials, and the construction, arma- 
ment, equipment and employment of vessels of 
war, as well as ali other matters connected with 
the naval establishment of the United States.— 
They are also authorised, by and with the consent 
of the secretary of the navy, “to prepare such rules 
and regulations as shall be necessary for securing 
an uniformity in the several classes of vessels and 
their equipment; and for repairing and refitting 
them; and for securing responsibility in the sub- 
ordinate officers and agents; which regulations, 
when approved by the president of the United 
States, shall be respected and obeyed until altered 
and revoked by the same authority; and the said 
rules and regulations, thus prepared and approved, 
shall be laid before congress at their next session. 
It shall also be the duty of said board, upon the re- 


the estimates of expenditure which the several 
branches of the service may require, and such other 
information and statements as he may deem neces- 
sary.”” And in the last section it is provided -‘that 
nothing in this act shall be construed to take from 
the secretary of the navy his control and direction 


In the commencement of the performance of its 
ministerial duties, cifficulties arose between the 


which of the members assented to or dissented 
from any decision on a particular subject, the reso- 
lution calling for a plan for a reorganization of the 
department seems to consider this evidence of re- 


which shall place each member more distinctly be- 
The duties of the secretary of the navy naturally 


Among these, may be classed recommendations for 
increasing and distributing the force to be commis- 


pline of all persons belonging to the navy. Under 
the other head, may be arranged every thing con- 
nected with the construction, equipment and main- 
tenance of the naval force. The former requires 
no special technical or professional knowledge or 
experience, as resort may at all times be had to the 
advice of those who possess the requisite qualifica- 
tions. They may, therefore, be properly left to 
his superintendence and direction. Such is not, 
however, the case with the second ciass of duties, 
ihe adequate performance of which calls for long 
professional experience, and it is believed can be 
more completely attained under the ministration of 
competent naval officers. 

These duties are not only very numerous, but 
exceedingly various and complicated, and involve 
great civersity of opinion among naval officers of 
all nations. Experiments are continually in pro- 
cess among the great maritime powers of Europe, 
having in view some real or imaginary improve- 
inent in offensive and defensive operations; new 
elements of power are brought in aid of old modes 
of warfare; and that these latter will, at no distant 
period, be, in a great measure, superseded, has be- 
come an ordinary prediction. Should the introduc- 
tion of steam, as an auxiliary to naval warfare, be 
sanctioned by the resuits of experience, it must be 
obvious that new and very important duties will de- 
volve on the-secretary of the navy, rendering the aid 
of professional science and experience still more in- 
dispensable in the administration of the depart- 
ment. 

An opinion extensively prevails that the various 
duties classed under the general head of ministerial 
would be performed in a more satisfactory manner 





by being classified, and the execution of each con- 
fided to a single naval officer, instead of a board of 
commissioners; and that, of consequence, the latter 





said office relative to the procurement of naval 


—e 


entering into a full examination of the question, | 
would respectfully recommend that the ministerial 
duties hitherto performed by the board of commis. 
sioners be classed under three separate heads, and 
committed each to a single officer, who shall be in. 
dividually responsible for their performance. The 
are easily susceptible of division, and naturally ar- 
range themselves as follows: 

The first comprehends whatever relates to the 
construction, repairs, equipment and preservation 
of vessels of war, and the officer presiding over its 
administration would require, to aid him in the per. 
formance, a chief naval constructor; an engineer 
qualified to superintend the operations of steam; a 
draughtsman and at least three clerks. = * 

The second division would comprehend the con- 
struction, repairs and preservation of all builcings 
on shore belonging to the navy, or used for naval 
purposes, and, generally, the superintendence of 
navy yards, hospitals, magazines avd other appen- 
dages to a naval station. This officer would re. 
quire to have placed under his direction a civil 
engineer, a draughtsman and one clerk. 

The third division would comprise the purchase, 
manufacture, collection and distribution of all pro- 
visions, clothing and materials of every description 
required for the use of the navy. To enable the 
officer charged with these duties to perform them 
in a satisfactory manner, he would require— 

A captain in the navy, as inspector of ordnance; 
a commander or lieutenant as an assistant; and one 
clerk for contracts and correspondence. 

A captain or commander, having charge of charts 
and instruments for hydrographical purposes; a 
lieutenant and two passed midshipmen, and a li- 
thographer. 

A surgeon to superintend the purchase of medi- 
cines, hospital stores and surgical instraments, and 
to perform such other duties in connection with 
the medical branch of the service as may be re- 
quired of him by the department, and an assistant 
surgeon, or clerk, to aid him in their performance. 
One clerk for contracts and correspondence for 
slop clothing and provisions. 

One clerk for contracts and correspondence for 
timber and all other materials for building and 
equipping. 

Two clerks for keeping general returns of re- 
ceipts and expenditures of stores, as made by the 
naval storekeepers at home and abroad, and exa- 
inining into their correctness. 

One clerk for general miscellaneous correspon- 
dence and for recording letters. 

As this distribution of duties would impose a 
greater proportion of labor on the officers direct- 
ing the first and third divisions than on the second, 
they might, perhaps, be rendered more equal by 
assigning the ordnance and hydrographical bureaux 
to the second division. These are sufficiently dis- 
tinct in their nature to prevent any difficulty or 
collision with others, and this arrangement would 
more nearly equalize the labors ofeach. 
The officers at the head of these three divisions 
might be called together at the pleasure of the 
secretary of the navy, for the purpose of discussing 
such subjects, or settling such principles as he 
should deem proper. | 

This board, or council, though not permanently 
in session, would be at all times within calls, and 
conld be convened without trouble or delay. If 
doubts arise in his mind as to the propriety or ex- 
pediency of any contemplated action requiring a 
practical knowledge of professional or technical 
matters, he might avail himself readily of the com- 
bined experience of all the members — If they dif- 
fered in opinion,they could furnish their reasons for 
that difference, on the weight of which he would 
decide, and, if they agreed, it would afford the most 
solid basis for his decision. A secretary would be 
required to record these proceedings and perforin 
other duties. Itis believed that essential advan- 
tages wonld'result from such an organization as 13 
here recommended. Great power of abstraction 
is necessary fo take general and ‘comprehensive 
views of a subject, and to present it to the mind in 
all its variety of aspects. ‘his resnit, it is con- 
ceived, can best be attained by the disenssion and 
comparison of the opinions of different men. It 
mav also be remarked that the restraints of coun- 
sel and opposition are often necessary to arrest 
precipitate action; and hence it has been the ani- 
form policy of all free governments to leave as litte 
as possible to individual discretion and power. 
would therefore respectfully recommend that the 
officers placed in charge of the three divisions © 
construction, supplies and navy yards, be consi- 
dered as constituting a board of council when ealled 
together by the head of the department, but that at 
all other times, and especially in the exercise © 
their ministerial functions, as previously stated, 





is not only inexpedient, but injurious. Without 


the head of each division shall be personally charg+ 
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ed with all the duties appertaining to it, and held 


individually responsible for their performance. 

By areterence to the act establishing a board of 
commissioners, it will be perceived that no such 
division of duties and responsibilities appears to be 
contemplated. Accordingly, none was made by the 
head of the department, and the members have al- 
ways continued to act together as a board, without 
individual responsibility to the public; although it 
might appear questionable whether their respective 
duties could not have been designated by the secre- 
tary of the navy without contravening either the let- 
ter or spiritof thelaw. The head of the department, 
however, did not think proper, or did not feel au- 
thorised, to direct this division of the ministerial 
functions of the board, and hence it*is that each 
member has continued to act on principles settled 
by discussion and deliberation, in which each one 
partook, and the opinions of the majority prevailed. 
‘The consequence has been, not only a defect of in- 
dividual responsibility to the public, but a vast ac- 
cession of labor, since each member, being answer- 
able alike for the action of the whole, became 
equally involved in the obligation of taking per- 
sonal coguizance of every thing that was done.— 
Under these circumstances it became impossible to 
go through the great and increasing mass of busi- 
ness which inevitably devolved on them, with that 
decision and promptitude the interests of the ser- 
Vice require. 

Since the assignment of the ministerial duties 
connected with the construction and equipment of 
vessels of war, the procurement of supplies, and 
the superintendence of navy yards to the board of 
navy commissioners, the secretary of the navy has 
been relieved from a portion of his previous labors. 
A systein of accountability in regard to disbursing 
officers has been adopted, and is now in operation, 
which experience has proved to be efiectual, so far 
as laws and regulations afford a substitute for the 
restraints of honor and integrity. Commanders 
have also been subjected to uniform rules in repair- 
ing and furnishing their vessels, from which no 
deviation can be made but with the express consent 
of the navy commissioners. 

In the mean time, however, and since the pas- 
sage of the act establishing the board, other addi- 
tional daties, principally originating in laws sub- 
sequently enacted, have devolved on the secretary 
of the navy. The rapid and daily increasing ex- 
tension of the pension list; the multiplication of 
pension laws greatly enlarging the system and ren- 
dering it more complicated by their various pro- 
visions; the extreme caution required to prevent 
those impositions which are so frequently attempt- 
ed, and, it is feared, are often successful; the labor 
consequent on the lapse of time, distance of space, 
and other causes of doubt and obscurity, have all 
combined to render this portion of the duties of the 
departinent exceedingly delicate and important, as 
wiil be seen by a reference to my annual report.— 
i would respectfully recommend the appointinent 
of a special and permanent oilicer, who should be 
charged with the examination of ail claims arising 
under the various pension laws; have two clerks to 
assist him in the correspondence and copying in- 
cidental to the performance of his duties; be at- 
tached to the department, and subject to the direc- 
tion of the secretary of the navy. 

There is another portion of the duties of the de- 
partment, which would seem to require to be as- 
signed to a special officer. Courts martial are ob- 
viously indispensable to the discipline of the service, 
and, consequently, to the well-being of the navy.— 
They are of frequent occurrence, aud cannot be 
avoided. ‘They require, in the preparation of 
charges and the conduct of prosecutions, a degree 
of technical and practical knowledge and experi- 
ence which rarely falls to the lot of any but pro- 
fessional men. In all cases of this kind, the de- 
partment is compelled to depend on temporary se- 
lections, frequently, of necessity, made without 
adequate means of acquiring information which 
might enable it to judge of their propriety; and 
hence it arises, that the decisions of courts martial 
are frequently set aside for inforinality; expenses 
are incurred to no purpose; and the service is in- 
jured by the exainple of offences escaping their 
inerited punishment. 

A permanent officer, possessed of the necessary 
qualifications, whose duty it would be to take 
charge of all former proceedings relating to courts 
martial, and all those that might occur In futare; 
examine all charges presented for the action of the 
copartinent; make the preliminary arrangements 
for all trials, and conduct them personally to an is- 
sue, would, I believe, obviate all the difficulties 
growing out of the existing arrangemen'. I am 
also of opinion such an appointment would save a 
very considerable expense, and so far subserve the 


conceive will rather lead to difficulties than obvi- 


He would require one clerk to assist him in the 
performfance of his duties. 

With regard to the apportionment of duties 
among the officers here recommended, in compii- 
ance with the resolution of congress, I bave not 
deemed it necessary to be more minute and parti- 
cular. Itis believed that the interior arrangements 
which necessarily grow out of every new system 
of organization will be best adjusted by practice 
and experience. To prescribe these beforehand, | 


ate them. 

It will be perceived that the organization here 
presented will require the creation of two or three 
officers, and a considerable addition to the number 
of clerks now assigned to the department. This 
augmentation I consider indispensable; and 1 would 
take the occasion to state, that the number now al- 
lowed is totally inadequate to perform the duties 
required of them, within the time and in the man- 
ner which the public interests require. 

The rapid growth of the country produces a cor- 
responding accession to the duties of every depart- 
ment of government and every public serva.¥.— 
The multiplication and complexity of laws involv- 
ing new powers, new restraints, and new duties 
call for additional labor and circumspection. The 
great increase of public records and documents 
renders all reference to the past more embarrassing, 
and the frequent calls of congress, imposing a ne- 
cessity for researches which comprehend the his- 
tory and transactions of the department from tts 
first organization, all contribute to render the duties 
of every officer and clerk more dificult, compli- 
cated and laborious. Very many of the objections 
heretofore urged against the administration of 
this department originated more from a deficiency 
of clerks than from any radical defect in its or- 
ganization. 

In every change or modification I have dee:ned 
it my duty to present to the consideration of con- 
gress, [ have contemplated reserving to the head of 
the department that responsibility which is inhe- 
rent in the- power of general superintedence and 
control confided to him, and of which he cannot 
divest himself. For the general administration of 
the department, and for the consequences of mea- 
sures adopted through his recommendation, and 
carried into effect under his supervision and sanc- 
tion, he must, and it is presumed will always, be 
willing to be accountable. 

The organization proposed will “not relieve the 
head of the department from this obligation. The 
highest and most important of his functions will re- 
main tv him, and he will siill stand before the peo- 
ple responsible for the great interest committed to 
his charge. Enough wiil retinain to employ all his 
time and task all his faculties to the uttermost. 

I have the honer to be, with the highest respect, 
sir, your obedient servant, J. K. PAULDING. 
To the speaker of the house of representatives. 





THE NEW JERSEY CASE. 

Remonstrance of the five whig members from 
New Jersey, against the proceedings of the house 
of representatives, read to the house by Mr. Botts, 
of Virginia. 

To the representatives of the twenty-sixth congress, 
now assembled: 

We, the undersigned representatives of the state 
of New Jersey in the twenty-sixth congress, do re- 
spectfully re:inonstrate against the course of pro- 
ceeding adopted by this body in relation to our 
rights, and to the rights of the people of the state 
of New Jersey, and submit the following statement: 

We appeared in the hall of representatives at the 
commencement of this session of congress, claim- 


ing to represent the sovereign state of New Jersey. 


Against both these decisions we did then, and do 
now, protest, as illegal and unconstitutional; and, 
alter the election of a speaker, these remonstrants 
demanded of him to be sworn ag representatives of 
the state of New Jersey. The speaker then stated 
that, in consequence of the proceedings which had 
already been taken in relation to our rights to seats 

he declined to administer to us the oaths of office, 
although bis own opinion therefore expressed, in 
another situation, (that we were entitled to qualify) 
reinained unchanged, and he therefore submitted 
our demand to be sworn to the house. And there- 
upon the representatives of the twenty-sixth con- 
gress of the United States then present, by a vote 
of 116 to 112, rejected the following resolution, 
Viz: 

* Resolved, That the representatives of the twen- 
ty-sixth congress of the United States now present, 
do advise and request the*speaker to administer the 
oath required by law to the five gentlemen froin the 
state of New Jersey, who have presented creden- 
tials to the speaker, and demand to be sworn.” 

Your remonstrants would remark upon this reso- 
lution: 

First. That it does not propose to decide upon 
the right of these remonstrants to their seats, but 
inerely to give the speaker advice. 

Second. That the members of this body not be- 
ing organized according to the constitution, had no 
right to give advice on the subject. 

Third, That it was the duty of the speaker, im- 
posed upon him by law, to adininister the vath to 
the duly commissioned members froin the state of 
New Jersey; and that no advice or request of any 
body of men, however nuinerous or respectable, 
could absolve him from the perforimance of that 
duty. 

Fourth. That if the request or advice of a majo- 
rity of the representatives of the twenty-sixth con- 
yress would have been entitled to the respect of an 
authoritative decision, yet the resolution above re- 
cited being the expression of the opinion of a mi- 
nority of those representatives, was entitled to no 
such consideration. We say the opinion of a mi- 
nority, because, by adding the vote of the speaker 
(who thought we ought to be sworn) and the five 
votes of the remonstrants, (who were as much en- 
titled to vote on the question as any meinber pre- 
sent), there would have been 118 in favor of the 
resolution to 116 against it, exclusive of the absent 
whig members who, we are informed, accord with 
us in opinion. - 

Not being able, therefore to recognise in the re- 
solution of this body any legal or constitutional de- 
cision against our right toseats as members of this 
congress, nor even the expression of the opinion of 
the majority of the teimbers on this question, we 
cannot consent to compromit the rights of the state 
of New Jersey, or our own, by asking as a matter 
of favor to be admitted to those seats in this haii, 
which we, as the representatives of a sovereign state, 
claim as of right. 

But having received from Peter D. Vroom, Phi- 
lemon Dickerson, William R. Cooper, Joseph Kille, 
and Daniel B. Royall, esqrs. written notice that 
they intended to contest our right to seats as mem- 
mers of the twenty-sixthcongress, we shall proceed 
briefly to examine the grounds on which they seek 
to question such right. 

Our riglit to seats on this floor is founded, in the 
first instance, on the commission of the state of New 
Jersey, heretofore referred to, and laid on your ta- 
ble. 

The adverse claimants have sought to invalidate 
this title by the production of a paper, purporting 
to be a certificate of election returns, signed by 
Jaines D. Westcoit, secretary of state of New Jer- 
sey, and which has been read in your hearing. 

We remonstrate against the reception of this pa- 





We produced, as the evidence of our right so to do, 
the highest evidence known to the laws of that 
state, to the constitution of the United States, to 
parliamentary usage, and to international law—a 
commission under the great seal of the state of New 
Jersey, and signed by the executive thereof; to 
which comission, now on your table, these re- 
monstrants for greater certainty refer. 

By a vote of this body, before it was constitution- 
ally organized, and before any of its members were 
sworn, and without the exhibition of any other or 
better title to seats than these remonstrants had 
presented, a decision was made denying our right 
to vote, in relation to the proceecings of that body, 
preparatory to its organization as a house of repre- 
sentatives. 

This same body, also, previous to its organiza- 
tion, refused, by a vote of 117 to 117, to adopt a re 
sulution declaring ‘that our credentials were insuf. 
ficient to entitle us to take our seats in the house 





purposes of econoiny. 


our rights to seats on this floor. 





per as evidence, and deny that itis entitled to any 

consideration whatever. 

| First. Because the secretary of the stateof New 

| Jersey has not, by law, the custody of the election 
returns, or any manner of official connection with 

i them, and is not authorised by law to certify them 

| or to give copies thereof. 

Second. Because the pretended certificates are 
deceptive, erroneous and false. 

Third. Because it gives only the argregate ma- 
jority which would have existed if ail the votes, 
illegal as well as legal, had been counted and duly 
returned. 

Whereas your retnonstrants insist, that if this bo- 
dy should inquire into the votes actually given at 
said election, they can count only the votes of legal 
voters, and*that ali illegal votes must be dedueted 
from the aggregate amount given +o each of the said 
claimants respectively. And these remonstrants 
charge und offer lo prove, THAT MORE THAN TWo 





of representatives;”’ thereby impliedly negativing | suuNDRED AND THIRTY ILLEGAL vores have been 





counted by the said secretury for each of the caid claim- 
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ants, and enter into the aggregate amount of votes 
stated by him to have been received by said claim- 
ants respectively. 

And your remonstrants further insist, that there 
should be deducted from the aggregate number of 
votes given to said claimants, the number of one 
hundred and three votes—returned in favor of the 
said claimants from the township of Saddle river, in 
the county of Bergen—on account of the gross fraud 
practised in that township by RoBBING THE BALLOT 
Box of a number of legal voles given for these remon- 
strants, and inserting un equal number of fraudulent 
voles for said claimanis. : 

And your remonstrants farther insist, that there 
should be deducted from the aggregate amount of 
votes given to the said claimants, in the said certifi- 
cate of said secretary, two hundred and ninety-six 
votes, polled for them in the township of Sonth Am- 
‘boy, in the county of Middlesex—because the elec- 
tion held in said township for an inspector of said 
election was illegal, fraudulent and void; and be- 
cause it does not appear that the person who acted 
as one of the inspectors of said election, in the said 
township, was duly qualified according to law; and 
because the judges and inspectors of said election, 
in said township, did knowingly receive and count 
for said claimants the votes of twenty aliens, al- 
though objected to by respectable citizens. 

And these remonstrants further insist, that the 
whole election in the township of Milville, in the 
county of Cumberland, ought to be set aside, and 
the whole number of votes, amounting to 206, 
given in said township, to the said claimants, be 
deducted from the aggregate amount counted for 
them, because the judges and inspectors of said 
election, in said township, did, on the morning of 
the first day of said election, proclaim and declare 
that they would receive and count the votes of 
aliens, in direct violation of law, and with the in- 
tent, as these remonstrants charge, and believe, to 
defraud the legal voters and cilizens of the state of 
New Jersey, as well as these remonstrants of their 
rights—And these remonstrants are the more con- 
firmed in the belief of this fraudilent intent, from 
the fact that, previous to the reception of the said 
alien votes, the written opinions of two respectable 
lawyers, one of each of the contending political 
parties, were produced and laid before said judges 
and inspectors, stating explicitly that aliens were 
not entitled to vote; and notwithstanding such opi- 
nions they did receive and count the said alien 
votes. 

And, also, because this novel and alarming doc- 
trine was at the said election, in the townships of 
Newton, Hardeston, Byrum and Vernon, in the 
county of Sussex, and in the township of South 
Amboy, inthe county of Middlesex, and in the town- 
ship of Milville, in the county of Cumberland, si- 
multaneously promulgated by the judges and in- 
spectors of said election in said townships, (who 
belonged to the administration party), and was by 
them carried into practical operation by knowingly 
receiving large numbers of alien votes in each of 
said townships. The promulgation and adoption of 
such alarming and illegal doctrines by the judges 
and inspectors attached to the administration party, 
and by those only, in parts of the state distant from 
each other, and the reception immediately thereaf- 
ter of large numbers of alien votes, could have been 
the effect only of pre-concert and design, and the 
result of adeep and deliberate conspiracy to de- 
fraud the majority of the citizens of New Jersey 
of the privilege of electing their own representa- 
tives. 

These remonstrants will be prepared to sustain this 
statement by proof, whenever they shall have an op- 
portunity of producing their evidence. All of their 
evidence would have been now ready, had it not 
been for the improper and unjustifiable interference 
of the friends of the adverse claimants, by threats of 
indictment against the officers employed by us to 
take the testimony, and by intimidating our wit- 
nesses from attendance, and by persuading them 
not to be sworn after they had attended. 

These remonstrants regret the necessity of going 
into evidence of the matters herein stated. They 
made a sincere effort to save to the country the ex- 
pense, and to this house and to themselves, the time, 
trouble and vexation of such a conlest, by propos- 
ing to the adverse claimants, in the month of March 
last, that both they and we should resign our claims 
to seats, and submit the question again to the peo- 
ple, by a new election. But our proposition was 
rejected. Whatever, therefore, of delay to the bu- 
siness of the nation, of expense to the country, of 
trouble or vexation to the members of this house, 
has already occurred, or may hereafter occur, can- 
not be attributed to these remonstrants. 

Unwilling to abandon the sacred trust which has 
been reposed in them, these remonstrants would 
make one more appeal to the justice, to the honor, 


and to the good faith of this house, and respectfully 
ask, if it is right, if it is just, if it is in accordance 
with the provisions of that solemn compact, upon the 
faith of which New Jersey entered into this union, 
that this body should proceed to transact important 
business in which the people of New Jersey have a 
deep interest, while five-sixths of her representa- 
tives are prevented from taking part in its delibera- 
tions? Has New Jersey ever failed in the most 
scrupulous performance of the terms of that glori- 
ous compact on her part? Has she ever failed, on 
her country’s calk, to furnish her quota of blood and 
of treasure? Is it only in days of danger, when a 
foreign enemy is hovering on your coast, or menac- 
ing your border, ordesolating your capitol, that you 
will recognise the right of New Jersey to stand by 
your side; and to fight in the front rank of the bat- 
tle? If New Jersey is to be denied an equal parti- 
cipation in the legislation of this union, has she not 
a right to demand of you, not in the language of 
suppiication, but of bold and indignant remon- 
strance, to give her back the blood and tears which 
she has expended in your cause—to give her back 
the brilliant gems she has contributed to adorn the 
proud columns of your national glory—to give her 
back the precious pearls which she has cast into 
the splendid vase of your national honor—to raze 
out from the dazzling pages of your naval and mi- 
litary history the gallant achievements of her Bain- 
bridge, her Lawrence and her Pike. But these re- 
monstrants forbear to give utterance to all the emo- 
tions they feel, for they will yet hope that obliga- 
tions so sacred will be no longer disregarded. 
They therefore respectfully insist, that it should 

be ascertained, as svon as practicable, who are duly 
commissioned as the representatives of New Jer- 
sey, in conformity with the laws of that state, and 
the constitution of the United States—And, to that 
end, request that their commissions be referred to 
the committee on elections, and that said commit- 
tee be directed to inquire who are entitled to ap- 
pear as the sitting members from New Jersey.— 
And if it shall be found that your remonstrants 
have alone the right to take, in the first instance, 
seats in this house, they conceive it to be due alike 
to themselves, to the state they have .he honor to 
represent, and to the highest and best interests of 
our common country, that they should firmly insist 
on the enjoyment of that right, until adverse claim- 
ants shall, on petition to this body, and on full in- 
vestigation, cause it to appear that they are duly 
elected meinbers of the 26th congress—which these 
remonstrants are well assured cannot be done, and 
therefore, confidently affirm, that the majority of 
legal votes were, at that election, given for these 
remonstrants. JNO. B. AYCRIGG, 

T. P. B. MAXWELL, 

WM. HALSTED, 

CHAS. C STRATTON, 


THOS, JONES YORKE. 
Washington, Jan. 3d, 1840. 3 





TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION. 
SENATE. 

January 16. The following memorials and peti- 
tions were presented: 

By the vice president, from the legislative couneil 
of Iowa, in relation to the completion of a certain 
road. Also, from the same source, asking a grant 
of land for the improvement of lowa and Cedar 
rivers, Also, from the same source, asking the 
survey of Skunk river, Also, for a survey of the 
lands of the territory in which the Indian title has 
deen extinguished, 

By Mr. Phelps, from citizens of Vermont, in re- 
lation to reduction of postage. 

By Mr. Clay, of Kemtnels, from numerous citi- 
zens engaged extensively inthe manufacture of se- 
gars, praying an increase of duty on foreign segars. 

Also, a memorial of a committee of the American 
Silk society, asking the patronage of congress in the 
publication and gratuitous circulation of the journal 
of said sociely. 

After some remarks by Mr. Clay, Mr. Calhoun 
and Mr. Grundy, the memorial was referred. 

Mr. Williams, from the committee on naval 
affairs, reported a bill to repeal certain acts respect- 
ing navy pensions, and making further provisions 
in relation to navy pensions, with amendment, 
which on his motion, was made the order of the 
day for Tuesday next. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, ask- 
ed leave to be discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the memorial of the Agricultural bank of 
Mississippi, askipg a suspension of a judgment 
against them in favor of the United States. Mr. 
W. stated that the officers of the treasury were in- 
duced to extend to them all the indulgence they 





could under their powers. 
Also, from the same committee, reported, with- | 





ee 


equitable commissions to agents in whose favor 
awards have been made, and those awards detained 
in the treasury for debts due the United States. 
The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Wii- 
liams, calling on the president for certain corres- 
pondence in relation to the Maine boundary, was 
then called up, when 
Mr. Buchanan moved to so amend it as to read 
“or so much thereof as he may deem consistent 
with the public interests;’ which amendment was 
as es 
Mr. Ruggles then submitted the following: 
Resolved further, That the president be requested to 
communicate to the senate, so far as may not be in- 
compatible with the public interest, whether any, and, 
if any, what measures have been taken under the act 
of March, 1839, or otherwise, to cause the removal or 
expulsion of t&e British troops which have taken pos- 
session of a portion of the territory of Maine, claimed 
by Great Britain; and especially whether since the 
last session any military posts have been established in 
Maine, or any other military measures adopted, prepa- 
ratory toa just vindication of the honor and rights of 
the nation and of Maine as connected with the per- 


severing claim made by Great Britain toa portion of 
the territory of that state. 


Mr. Buchanan said, as he said before to the gen- 
tleman’s colleague, that it was a subject of great 
delicacy, and, though he would throw no impedi- 
ment in the way of its adoption, he would be glad 
if the whole matter could be permitted to lie over 
until to-morrow, which was acquiesced in, 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bil? 
providing for the collection, safe-keeping and trans- 
ler of the public money. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the bill waz further 
amended by striking out that part of it which au- 
thorises the receipt by government of such paper 
as may he receivable by law, by yeas and nays, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Betts, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Clay of Ky. Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Merrick, Mouton, Norvell, Phelps, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, 


Smith, of Conn. Strange, Tappan, Walker, White, 
Wright—33. 


NAYS—Messrs. Dickson, HenJerson, Nicholas, 
Smith, of Indiana, Williams, Young—6. 

Mr. Walker moved to stiike out that part of the 
bill which authorises the secretary of the treasur 
to contract for the use of the vaults of individuals 
and corporations; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, with the approbation of 
Mr. Buchanan, suggested that it would be best to 
pass the bill to-day; but, Mr. Henderson expressing 
a desire to offer an amendment to the bill, the ac- 
tion on it was suspended by consent, and, after an 
executive session, the senate adjourned. 

January 17. Mr, Cuthbert appeared in his seat 
to-day. 

Mr. Wright presented three petitions from citi- 
zens of the state of New York, severally praying 
the establishment of a port of entry and collection 
district at Cold Spring, on Long Island, in said state. 


Mr. Pierce presented the petition of Luke Wood- 
bury and others, praying the establishment of a 
mail route. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, of Ala. 

Ordered, That the committee on the public lands be 
discharged from the further consideration of the reso- 
lution passed by the legislative assembly of the territory 
of Iowa, in favor of the survey of the lands in that ter- 
ritory to which the Indian title has been extinguished; 
and that thev be referred to the committee on finance 

Mr. Sevier gave notice that to-morrow he would 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the protection of 
emigrant and other Indians west of Arkansas. 


Mr. Strange, from the committee on patents, to 
which had been referred the petititions and me- 
morials of Stephen McCormic, F. A. Chevalier De 
Geerston and Chauncey Hall, asked to be discharg- 
ed from the further consideration thereof; which 
was agreed to. 


Mr. S. also, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred a bill for the relief of Charles M. 
Keller and Henry Stone, and a bill for the relief of 


Hazard Knowles, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 


Mr. Clay, of Ala. from the committee on the 
public lands, to which the subject was referred, re- 
ported a bill to authorise registers and receivers to 
adiwinister oaths required to be taken by purchasers 
of public land; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. C. also, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
certain settlers on the public lands, who weré de- 
prived of the benefits of the pre-emption act of the 
19th June, 1834; and a bill for the relief of Sutton 
Stephens; which were severally read twice, and 


out amendment, a bill to authorise the payment of! referred to the committee on the public lands. 
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On motion by Mr. Merrick, the memorial and 
papers of John Kurtz, owner of the ship Alleghany, 
were referred to a select committee. 


Mr. Benton, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, to which had been referred the bill for the 
armed occupation and settlement of that part of 
Florida overrun and infested by marauding bands 
of hostile Indians, reported the same with an amend- 
ment, the purport of which was to render the set- 
tlers under the provisions of the bill amenable to 
the laws of the territory. The amendment was 
agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. . 


The resolutions offered by Mr. Williams, calling 
on the president for copies of the correspondence 
with the British government on the northeastern 
boundary, and wfth the British minister and the 
government of Maine on the recent occupation of 
the disputed territory by British troops, were taken 
up and agreed to. Also, the resolution offered by 
Mr. Ruggles, asking for information of what had 
been done by the president towards expelling the 
British troops, or in providing for the exigency of 
an invasion, was agreed to after some debate. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
providing for the collection, safe-keeping and trans- 
fer of the public money. - 


Mr. Henderson moved to amend thie bill by strik- 
ing out the provision authorising the secretary of 
the treasury to appoint special agents, at his dis- 
cretion, to examine the books, accounts, returns, 
the money on hand, and the manner of keeping it, 
at the various depositories of the public money; and 
to insert in lieu thereof a requisition that this duty 
should be performed by the various district mar- 
shals and attorneys. Mr. H. briefly urged in favor 
of this, that improper agents had been e:mployed, 
some of them members of congress; and one of them 
had recorded a slander on the state which Mr. H. 
represented. 

Mr. Wright urged in opposition to this amend- 
ment that the attorneys and marshals depended for 
their business on the collector; and that an attor- 
ney had actually been involved in the greatest 
fraud which had ever been committed, (that at New 
York). 

The amendment was lost by yeas and nays as 
follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Clay, of Ky. Henderson. Knight, 
Merrick, Preston, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of In- 
diana—3. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Betts, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Clay, of Aiabama, Clayton, Cuthbert, Dick- 
son, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Mou- 
ton, Nicholas, Norvell, Phelps, Pierce, Roane, Sevier, 
Smith, of Con. Strange, Tappan, Walker, White, Wil- 
liams, Wright, Young—29. 

Mr. Henderson now moved, after the words “the 
directions of the secretary of the treasury shall be 
followed,” to insert, ‘‘so far as they are authorised 
by law;’’ which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Davis, having made some remarks as to the 
avowed design of some senators to make this bill 
one of a purely metallic currency, and having urg- 
ed also his own desire that it should in no way ad- 
mit a government paper currency, moved so to 
amend it as to exclude positively all such cur- 
rency. 

This motion, after a strongly marked debate, al- 
most wholly on the principles of currency and po- 
litical economy, by Messrs. Davis, Wright, Bu- 
chanan and Walker, was negatived by yeas and 
nays as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Betts, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Dickson, Knight, Merrick, Phelps, Pren- 
tiss, Preston, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Indiana, 
White—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Ni- 
cholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. 
Strange, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wright, Young 

Mr. Young having made a few remarks, under- 
stood to be in opposition to the bill— 

Mr. Crittenden moved to amend it by a provision 
requiring the secretary of the treasury to guard, as 
far as may be, against a government paper cur- 
tency; which motion was agreed to. The bill was 
then ordered to be engrossed by yeas and nays, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, 
Roane, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. Strange, Tappan, 
Walker, Williams, Wright—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Betts, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Dickson, Henderson, Knight, Merrick, 
Nicholas, Phelps, Prentiss, Pres‘on, Robinson, Rug- 
gles, Smith, of Indiana, White, Young—18. 

The senate then adjourned till Monday. 

January 20. The following memorials and peti- 
tions were presented and appropriately referred. 





By the vice president, from the territory of Iowa, 
asking an appropriation for the erection of a peni- 
tentiary. 

By Mr. Wright, from the agents of the steam ves- 
sels plying between New York and England, ask- 
ing such change in the revenue laws as will entitle 
them to drawback on coal brought from England 
and used in their homeward bound passage. 

By Mr. Clay, from Mary Brush, an indigent wi- 
dow, stating that her late husband had assisted, by 
an invention of his, to heat and ventilate the house 
of representatives, for which he had never been 
coinpensated, and praying that remuneration might 
be made. Mr. C. said he had advised the old lady, 
who appeared destitute and forlorn, to apply to the 
house now so well heated for compensation, but she 
desired that he would present it, and, in accordance 
with her wish, he had done so, and moved that it be 
referred to the committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

By Mr. Allen, from the Portsmouth and Edenton 
turnpike company, asking a grant of public land. 

By Mr. Merrick, from the board of health, asking 
for the erection of a lunatic asylum. 

Also, from certain citizens of Washington, asking 


to the selection of a site for a marine hospital on the 
Arkansas river. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from the committee on 
public lands, reported a bill for the relief of certain 
setilers on the public lands, who were deprived of 
the benefits of the act granting pre-emption rights, 
approved June 19, 1834. 

Mr. Sevier, from the committee on Indian affairs, 
reported the bill to provide for the security and pro- 
tection of the emigrant and other Indians west of 
Missouri and Arkansas, without amendment. 

Mr. Phelps, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, reported the bill granting the right of way to 


states and incorporated companies through the pub- 


lic Jands, without amendment. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. 
Strange, asking the committee on the judiciary to 
inquire into the expediency of so amending the law 
as to circulate, free of postage, in the respective 
states, such papers as should publish the laws of 
the United States, was taken up, when some discus- 
sion arose as to the proper committee to which the 
resolution should be referred, when 

Mr. Davis 1emarked that he thought the subject 
ought to be referred to the committee on the post 


for the improvement of certain streets and avenues. foffice and post roads, to which committee the me- 


By Mr. Grundy, from Edward Fanning, in re- 
lation to the exploring expedition. 

By Mr. Tuppan, from Lewis Feuchtwanger, ask- 
ing to be allowed to issue twenty thousand dollars 
worth of cents in German silver. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, to 
which was referred the letter of the secretary of 
war, asking an appropriation for the removal of the 
Stockbridge and Maumee Indians, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration, and that it 
be referred to the committee on Indian aflairs. 

Also, from the consideration of the memorial of 
the religious society denominated the Ladies of the 
Sacred Heart; and that it be laid on the table. 

Also, to be discharged from the consideration of 
the resolution of the senate for the repeal of duties 
on marble busts, statuary, &c. and that it be refer- 
red to the joint committee on the library. 

Mr. Williams, from the committee on naval af- 
fairs, made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
William Hebb. 

Mr. Strange, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the petitionof Samuel Warner. 

Mr. Pierce from the committee on pensions, re- 
ported a bill providing for the continuance of the 
office of commissioner of pensions, and to transfer 
the business heretofore transacted at the navy de- 
partinent to that office. 

Mr. Linn, from the committee cn private land 
claims, asked to be discharged froin the covsidera- 
tion of the memorial of the legislative council of 
Wisconsin, in relation to the confirmation of the 
titles of Francis Laventure and others,and that it 
be referred to the committee on the public lands. 

Mr. Williams introduced a bill to explain the 
fifth section of the act for the better organization of 
the marine corps. 

Also, a bill to regulate the pay and emoluments of 
pursers of the navy. 

Mr. Sevier introduced a bill to provide for the 
safety and protection of the emigrating Indians west 
of Missouri and Arkansas. 

Mr. Strange submitted a resolution inquiring into 
the expediency of permitting such newspapers as 
would print the laws of congress free of charge to 
have the privilege of circulating the same in the 
state wherein they are printed. 

Mr. Prentiss offered a resolution, which was con- 
sidered and adopted, instructing the committee on 
pensions to inquire into the expediency of granting 
a pension to Ebenezer Swan, on account of a dis- 


ability incurred by him in the military service of 


the United States. 

The bill providing for the occupation of Florida 
by armed settlers having been read a third time, 
was, after some remarks by Mr. Preston, as to the 
impracticability of the measure, passed by yeas and 
nays as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. 
Walker, Williams, Wright, Young—?24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Betts, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Dickson, Py Pa Sag night, Merrick, 
Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Smith, of Ind. Strange, 
White—15. : poe 

‘The sub treasury bill was then read a third time; 
and on the question, shall this bill pass? 

Mr. Clay rose and addressed the senate at great 
length; when, 

On notion of Mr. Walker, the senate adjourned. 

January 21. ‘The vice president communicated 
to the senate a letter from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, in obedience to a resolution of the senate, con- 
taining a letter from the surgeon general in relation 

















meorials for reduction of postage, &c. had been sent. 
He thought it time that the post office laws should 
be revised and amended. 
The resolution was referred to that committee. 
On motion of Mr. Clay, the committee on the 


judiciary were instructed to inquire into the expe- 


diency of publishing a stereotype edition of the 
laws of the United States, to embrace the laws of a 
general nature. 


Mr. Henderson submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury inform 
the senate if there be not a considerable number, and 
what number, of donation claims or settlement rights 
under the acts of congress of 1812 and 1819, for lands 
situated in the state of Mississippi, south of the 31st de- 
gree of north latitude, which have been proven ‘under 
these laws, and surveyed, platted and returned to the 
surveyor’s office of the district by the deputy surveyor 
of the United States appointed thereto, but the titles to 
which are thereupon suspended on imputation of irre- 
gularity in the surveys in regard to form and lvcation. 

2. Also, whether or not the surveys excepted to ex- 
ceed or diminish the quantity of land to which claim- 
ants are entitled. ee 

3. How long since these surveys have been except- 


ed, ane what proportion of them have been perfected 
in title. 


4. What is the description and quality of land gene- 
rally, in which these surveys are made. 

5. And whether, in the opinion of the commissioner, 
if such surveys be irregular, it would not be better eco- 
nomy for the ‘government to confirm them as made, 
than incur the expense of re-survey. 


The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to provide for the collection, safe-keeping, and 
transfer of the public money. The question being 
on its passage— 

Mr. Walker spoke at much length, chiefly in re- 
ply to Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, and in argument to 
show that the nominal reduction of the price of la- 
bor and capital, by specie, is no real reduction, be- 
cause it makes them and their productions all equal- 
ly cheap; while, by means of that cheapness, it ren- 
ders the sale of the productions of such labor and 
capital certain in a foreign market. 

Mr. Buchanan (after an interval) said he had in- 
tended and did still intend to speak on this subject. 
He had supposed, however, that some gentleman 
on the other side might wish to follow the senatur 
from Mississippi, but if not, Mr. B. hoped the se- 
nate would pass this bill informally till to-morrow, 
as Mr. B. was not now prepared; and it was so 
passed accordingly. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration tf ex- 
ecutive business, and soon after adjourned. 


January 22. Mr. Clay, of Alabama, desired to 
refer some documents to the committee on the judi- 
ciary, connected with the resolution offered by him 
yesterday, in relation tothe publication of a stereo- 
type edition of the laws of the United States. Mr. 
C. said that an edition of 10,000 copies could be pro- 
cured at one dollar and thirty-seven and a half cents 
per copy. The papers were referred. 

Mr. While presented a petition from certain set- 
tlers of Milwaukie, asking that the title to lands of 
Francis Laventure and others be not confirmed. 

Mr. Betts presented a petition from certain manu- 
perwarers of wool, asking a revision of the revenue 
aws, 

Mr. Preston, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a bill for the relief of gen. Wool and 
col. George Croghan. 

Mr. Benton, from the same committee, reported a 
bill for the relief of certain companies of Missouri 
volunteers. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, introduced a bill for the 
relief of the Eagle rail road company. 
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The bill providing for the collection, safe-keefing 
and transfer of the public moneys couing up agaiu 
on the question of ils passage— 

The subject was further discussed by Mr, Bu- 
chanan, Mr. Clay, of Ky and Mr. Walker, till alate 
hour; when 

On motion of Mr. Henderson, the senate ad- 
journed. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thurday, Jan. 16. ‘The business first in order 
was the report of the select committee on the rules 
and erders of the house—the question immediately 
pending being the resolution of Mr. Zhompson, ot 
S. Carolina,jin relation to petitions touching the 
abolition of slavery. 

Mr. Cooper, of Georgia, was entitled to the floor, 
but yilded it to Mr. Mitchell, of New York, who 
obtained the general consent of the house to make 
an explanation. 

Mr. Mitchell said: Mr. Speaker, in consequence 
of the course pursued the other day by an honora- 
ble gentleman trom South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens), 
in alluding to an article published in one of the 
papers of this city in relation to the public print- 
ing, I feel constrained to ask the indulgence of th 
house to permit me also to make a few remarks in 
relation to an article which appeared in the “Globe” 
of ‘uesday evening on the same subject, and which 

ersonally concerns myself. The article says: 

“It is true that general Duff Green was offered 
ten thousand dollars if, by the use of his name, a 
few of the state rights party could be induced to 
join the federal party, and secure his election as 
public printer, provided he would surrender the 
employment so obtained to Gales & Seaton. This 
proposition was made to general Green directly, 
by Mr. Mitchell, a member from New York, ina 
letter. This letter was sent by general Green to 
a member of the house from North Carolina, witb 
a view that it might be shown to some one of 
the state rights party of South Carojina. It was 
shown by him, as it ought to have been, first to the 
speaker; and, with his advice, to another gentle- 
man of distinction. All cunsidered it a gross over- 
ture of bribery. ‘The meinber who made this pro- 
position, although he used in bis letter the teri 
‘we’ in making :t, and gave assurance that if ‘adroit- 
ly imavaged’ the whole federal vote could be con- 
centrated on general Green for the purpose named, 





yet disclaimed speaking for his party. If we mis- 
state, in the slightest particular, the purport of the | 
letter, Mr. Mitchell can put all sight by producing 
‘<r? 

Mr. M. continued, Itis proper for me here to 
remark that, previous to the publication of this 
article, I had received certain intimations of a si- 
milar character to those contained in it; and withra 
view to place myself in a situation to defend my- 
self, I wrote to gen Green fot a copy of the letter 
referred to, That letter was written by me at this 
desk with great haste, and I did not even think it of | 
sufficient importance to retain a copy of it. I, 
therefore, as I bave said, wrote to general Green 
for a copy, before this publication appeared in the 
« Globe.” I have waited four days, but as yet have 
received no answer; and I feel it due tomysellf to 
notice this publication without having the letter be- | 
fore me. 

This article in the *-Globe,” so far as is intended 
to involve me in the imputation of making a proiler 
of bribery, is entirely false. I merely wrote 2 letter 
to gen. Green, suggesting that he should come here, 
and be a candidate for printer, but without making, 
or intending to make, any offer of any su.n of money 
to any person in that behaif. I told him I was most 
anw ous to defeat the election of Mr. Blair, and that 
I admitted it was almost i:mpossible to elect Messrs. 
Gales & Seaton; but that, it he was on the ground, 
1 thought he might be elected; and that, if the 
choice should fall upon bim, and he should be una- 
ble himself to do the printing, he tight probably 
make an arrangement with Messrs. Gales & Seaton, 
by which it might be done on terms mutually sa- 
tisfactory. 1 considered such an arrangement to be 
justified by the circuinstances in which we were 
placed here. If there was bribery in that proposi- 
tion, then there was bribery inthe whigs voting for 
a sub-treasury man as speaker of this house. ‘There 
was no more impropriety in the whigs of this house 
voting for a sub-treasury piinter than in voting for 
a whig as a speaker, who was in favor of that wea- 
sure. 

The allusion which is made in this artiele to voles 
is entirely gratuitous. I neyer made any mention 
of votes. The proposition made simply and alone 
that general Green should be a candidate. [ wrote 
the letter upon my own respousibility; jnd it is due 
to Messrs. Gales & Seaton to declare, as I now de 


was going to write such a letter, nor do I believe 
that they know any thing about it up to this day 
from any other source save this article in the 
“Globe.” What construction others may put upon 
iny letter I do not know, but I am sure that no 
man, not himself predisposed to the temptation of 
bribery, would convert that letter into an overture 
of bribery. 

It is stated further in this article, that the letter 
was shown to the speaker of this house, and I will 
cail the particular attention of the speaker to this 
passage particularly: «It was shown by him, as 4t 
ought to have been, first to the speaker, and, with 
his advice, to another gentleman of distinction,”’ 
(leaving it to be inferred, Mr. M. remarked, that 
the person to whoin the letter was sent showed it 
to the speaker, with a view that the speaker might 
lay it before the house.) ‘All considered it a gross 
overture of bribery.”’ 

I do not know, (continued Mr. M.) whether the 
speaker did so consider it, but I 

The speaker here interposed and said: The speaker 
knew nothing of that article until he saw it in the 
“Globe.” It was entirely unauthorised by him,-and 
the speaker had never expressed the opinion that 
the gentleman froin New York, (Mr. Mitchell), had 
been guilty of an overture of bribery. He had dis- 
approved of the proposition itself, and had told the 
gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Fisher), that 
it was entirely inadmissible. 

Mr. Mitchell resumed. As to the inadmissibility 
of the proposition, that might all very well be. No 
douht many circumstances might have occurred be- 
tween the time the letter was written, and the time 
at which the election might take place, which 
might render the proposition inadinissible. 

This article also states that the letter was shown 
to another gentleman; none of them, however, save 
the speaker were named. The speaker having dis- 
claimed giving to the letter the character which 
this article states he did give to it, Ido not know 
that any further notice need be expected from me 
at this time. But, should I receive a copy of the 
letter, I shall take the earliest opportunity of laying 
it before the house. 

[ Note by thereporter. Subsequent to the expla- 
nation here given by Mr. Mitchell, a letter was re- 
ceived by him, of which the following is a copy: 

Baltimore, January 15, 1840. 

Dear str: I have just seen tlie article in the 
Globe in which menticn is made of your letter. I 
need not assure you that I shall repel the imputa- 
tion. I have not time to prepare a copy, but will 
send one by the next mail. Yours, &c. 

DUFF GREEN.] 

Mr. Fisher, of North Carolina, then rose and. 
(under the courtesy of Mr. Cooper, who again yield- 
ed the floor), proceeded to state that he presumed 
it was known to all gentlemen here that he was the 
gentleman from North Carolina to whom allusion 
was made in this publication, and that, as such, it 
was necessary that some explanation should be 
made by him also. 

I regret extremely, (continued Mr. F.) that my 
name has been brought into connexion with this 
inatter. 1 bave no ambition to figure in such things; 
aud probably it is to be attributed to that very feel- 
ing that this subject has not sooner been brought 
before the public. 

The simplest way to make statements upon such 
subjects is to tell a plain story as it occured. This 
1 will endeavor to do. 

About the time that congress met, I received a 
letter from general Green, (which I took to bea 
circular), informing me that he was a candidate for 
the office of printer to this house, and that he could 
be, (or “thought” he could be, the reporter not be- 
ing sure), elected. Like all such applications, I 
thought no more about it. I saw hima few days 
afterwards, and he never mentioned the subject. 
But, about the time the speaker of this house was 
elected, I was astonished to receive another letter 
from gen. Green, enclosing mea letter which had 
been wriiten to him by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Mitchell). And I will now endeavor to 
state, from memory, as distinctly as I can, the main 
points of that letter. The stateinez:t which appear- 
ed inthe Giobe was made upon the strength of a 
conversation which the editors of the Globe held 
with me, and was published by my consent. Still, 
however, it contains one or two inaccuracies. The 
editors of the “Globe had been charged with having 
negotiated in this sort of manner with gen. Green. 
They felt the injustice ofthe eharge; they heard of 
this transaction; they called upon me for the truth, 
and I felt it right, in justice to them, to make the 
statement. Still, however, as I have said, there 
are one or two inaccuracies, 

And now, to the contents of the letter, which, 
though I cannot give them verbally, I can give 





The gentleman from New York commences the 
letter by saying that it had been distinetly ascer- 
tained that Messrs. Gales & Seaton could not be 
elected public printers, and that his aversion to Mr. 
Blair was so great that he was disposed to go all 
lengths to defeat his election, and that he believed 
that, by the acquisition of a few votes gen. Green 
could be elecied; that he supposed the profits of the 
printing to be worth about thirty thousand dollars, 
and that, if it was inconvenient to gen. Green todo 
the work, he might make an arrangement with 
Messrs. Gales & Seaton, and divide this amount— 
gen. Green retaining ten thousand dollars without 
responsibility or care, and the other parties taking 
twenty thousand dollars, and doing the printing. 
The gentleman said that he wrote this letter to 
Baltimore, and that he also addressed one of the 
saine character to Cumberland. Gen. Green, for 
reasons which it is not necessary to explain, sent 
this letter to me, and desired me to talk with cer- 
tain gentlemen—not naming them, but intimating 
so strongly who they were that I could not mis- 
understand the allusion. I saw at once the impro- 
priety of this letter; and, a short time after recetv- 
ing it, you may remember, Mr. Speaker, that I met 
you. I stated to you that I had received a strange 
letter; I pulled it out of my pocket and read it, 
you looking over me, and 1 asked you if I should 
show it to the gentlemen concerned. You united 
with me in saying that the proposition was not to 
be entertained for an instant, but you said nothing 
of an overture of bribery. Lasked you if f should 
consult others, and you said I ought te do so, as I 
had been requested so to do by gen. Green. I part- 
ed from you, and a few moments afterwards I met 
with a gentleman, not a member of this house, but 
a gentleman of standing in the other body. I men- 
tioned the subject; I told him I had received a letter 
of this character. He said he did not wish to see it, 
and at once denounced it in the strongest terms as 
an overture of bribery. It was that gentleman, sir, 
and neither yon nor I, who said that this was an 
overture of bribery. And in reference to this point 
it was that the editors of the Globe were mistaken. 

I then determined either to send the letter back, 
or to keep it until I saw him, and then to hand both 
letters, (his own and Mr. Mitchell’s) back to him. 
But, for my own sake, I thought it would be pro- 
per to show the letter to another gentleman, at that 
time my fellow lodger. 1] asked him to read it very 
carefully—to read it twice over. I presume he did 
so; if negessary, he can speak for himself. A few 
hours afterwards general Green stepped into the 
room. Sosoon as he came in, ie mentioned the 
subject. [ replied to him that 1 had consulted one 
or two friends, and that they seemed to look upon 
it as.an outrage. Not another word passed; he took 
the letter, and that was the end of it. 

Mr. Speaker, there is another error in the ‘Globe’ 
which, probably, I ought to correct. The language 
there used is such as might lead to. the conclusion 
that the statement was made with your knowledge. 
It was right in you, therefore, sir, to make the 
statement you have made. Neither you nor any 
one but myself knew that the statement was forth- 
coming. AndI repeat, the editors of the Globe” 
are mistaken in supposing that you orany one else, 
except the gentleman of the other house, not of 
this, declared the letter to be an overture of bribery. 
Whether it was or was not an overture of bribery, 
every man can coine for himself to as correct a 
conclusion as I ean. 

Again I express my regret that I have been con- 
nected with this matter. It was none of my seek- 
ing, and I got rid of it as soon as I could. 

Mr. Mitchell rising in repiy— 

Mr. Holmes, of S. C. said: Before the gentleman 
proceeds, I wish to say a word, as it appears I am 
here particeps criminis. It is but due to the gen. 
tleman from North Caroiina, (Mr. Fisher), and to 
the statement he has made, that I should corrobo- 
rate every word thereof. He submitted the letters 
tome. | read thein, and, so far as my recollection 
serves, not one word or statement of his is incor- 
rect. When the letters were shown to me, T ex- 
pressed 10 indignation, for I had heard before I came 
here that this was a very corrupt bocy, and having 
so heard, and having read these letters, one of them 
coming from a member of congress, I began to 
think it was a matter of course. [General laugh- 
ter.] The only remark I made was that I suppos- 
ed in time that I should be initiated; for it appear- 
ed to me so very extraordinary that a proposition 
of this kind should be made, that the very boldness 
of it scared me fiom my propriety [the last 
words of the sentence were not heard by the re- 
porter.). re a 

Mr. Mitchell said, if the letter was here and 
could be read, if it were here to speak for itself, 
no commentary teed be made Although what 
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has stated is true, still he has not stated half of 
what was in it: and it will be found that genfle- 
men have been confounding my letter to general 
Green with the letter of gen. Green to them, What 
I proposed to gen, Green was one thing—what gen. 
Green proposed to them was another, If general 
Green offered a bribe to any of these gentlemen, 
they can tell—I know nothing about it. I did not 
offer to bribe them. I proposed to gen. Green to 
be a candidate for printer, and took the ground that, 
in a certain event, the whigs would go forhim. 1 
say there was no offer of bribery, and any man who 
looks upon the proceeding in that light can have 
but a poor idea of what constitutes bribery. Ifany 

entleman should entertain that opinion when the 
Fetter shall have been read, let him rise and move 
that the house take action upon it. 
my sanction. 

Mr. Fisher, of North Carolina, said he had made 
no charge of bribery; but he would say, that if there 
was any offer of bribery in either of the letters, it 
was not in that of gen. Green, but of the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Mitchell) to gen. Green. But 
he (Mr..F.) made no such charge. The letter 
would speak for itself. Probably he had not stated 
all the ideas contained in the letter, but he had cer- 
tainly stated all that were important or to the point. 

Mr. Mitchell, Did Tin my letter recommend to 

n. Green, not to adopt any course which the pub- 
ic would not sanction? 

Mr. Fisher said it was very likely that the gen- 
tleman had done so. He could not recoilect ali 
that was in the letter, but, as the gentleman said he 
had made such a recommendation, Mr. F. supposed 
it must be so. 

And here the matter rested. 

The house then resumed the consideration of the 
report of the committee on the rules and orders; the 
pending question being on the motion of Mr. W. 
Thompson to insert the following amendment: 

“Upon the presentation of any memorial or peti- 
tion praying for the abolition of slavery or the slave 
trade in any district, territory, or state of the union, 
and upon the presentation of any resolution or other 
paper touching these subjects, the question of the 
reception of such memorial, petition, resolution or 
paper shall be considered as made, and the question 
of its reception shall be laid upon the table with- 
out debate or further action of the house.” 

Mr. Cooper, of Ga. was entitled to the floor, but, 
before proceeding to address the house, declared 
his willingness to forego his right thereto, if the 
gentleman from South Carolina would withdraw his 
proposition. 

Mr. W. Thompson was understood to say that ra- 
ther than there should be any division amongst his 
friends (as he thought now was likely to take place 
on his proposition) he was willing to withdiaw the 
resolution. 

The noise in the hall during these proceedings 
was so great as to render it almost impossible to 
hear any thing that was going on. 

Mr. Biddle appealed most earnestly to the gene- 
rosity of the gentleman from South Carolina not to 
withdraw the resolution, but to give him (Mr. B.) 
an opportunity to set himself right on this matter. 

Mr. Hunt remarked, it had been fashionable in 
this house for gentlemen to define their position.— 
He was solicitous to do so for himself on this agitat- 
ing question. He did not intend claiming the ear 
of the house for any great length of time, but wish- 
ed an opportunity of re-asserting and explaining 
the position taken by him on this question in 1835. 
He had sought this opportunity yesterday and 
trusted if would not be denied him to-day. 

Mr. Thompson not withdrawing his anendment— 

Mr. Cooper proceeded to address the house until 
a quarter to two o’clock. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Biddle, Watierson, Stanley and Botts. 

On motion of Mr. Bolts, the rules of order of the 
house, which would have expired the day follow- 
ing, were further continued for one week. 

r. Colquilt, of Georgia, moved the adjournment, 
which was carried, and the house adjourned. 

Fridau, Jan 17. The journal having been read: 

Mr. Mitchell asked the indulgence of the house 
to read the letter aliuded to on yesterday in bis 
statement, a copy of which he had received: 

‘* Washington, Dec. 18, 1839. 

DEAR GENERAL: As we shall, in a few days, 
elect a printer to the house for the 26th congress, it 
has occurred to me and other of my political friends, 
that such an arrangement could be made with you 
as would justify the entire whiz party in sipport- 
ing yon for that office. We neither expect nor as® 
you to sacrifice a single principle which you pro- 
fess, nor to do any act pot justifiable to your con- 
science and to the world. 

“I am satisfied that Gales & Seaton cannot be 
elected,.and that, if the contest has come toa strife 


He shall have 


between them and Blair, the latter, in ny opinion, 
will succeed. 

“Now, what had passed through my mind was 
simply this: that you should (in the event of your 
election) offer G. & S. to share equally with them 
respectively the profits of the office, after allowing 
them a fair compensation out for their personal ser- 
vices; they to do all the work at their office, and 
you to be elected to the station. 

“The profits cannot be less, for the whole con- 
gress, than $30,000; this would give you $10,000, 
you having no responsibility or trouble in the mat- 
ter. Now I suggest thison my own responsibility; 
but, nevertheless, I hazard nothing in the conjec- 
ture that if you are here and putin, the thing can 
be managed adroitly enough to insure success. I 
have astrong desire to defeat Blair, and would be 
glad to do so in a way to oblige you personally. 
Write me on the receipt of this, and, if you can, 
be in this city at the earliest possible moment. I 
direct this to Baltimore, and also a duplicate to 
Cumberland. Truly, in haste, your obedient ser- 
vant and friend, “CH. F. MITCHELL. 

**Gen. Green, Ballimore.”’ 

The house would judge how far the charge of 
bribery, contained in the Globe, was made good.* 
Here was the letter, and it spoke for itself. Jt was 
a simple proposition to Duff Green to become a 
candidate for the office of public printer. It dllud- 
ed notin the remotest degree to any person other 
than himself. Instead of the inducement of the 
whole of the profits to become a candidate, I sug- 
gested only one-third—whereas Blair was proinpted 
to seek an election to the same office by the proffer 
of the whole. If it would be bribery in Duff Green’s 
being acandidate under such circumstances, would 
it not be equally so for Blair to be, with the pros- 
pect of getting the entire profits of the job? 

No allusion is made to the state riglits party, to 


was alleged, or to any other number of votes. The 
furthest from it. There was no proposition made 
to any body other than gen. Green—-what he may 
have proposed to gentlemen of this house was best 
known to themselves. It is due, however, to gen. 
Green to say that I do not believe that he made a 
proffer of bribery, or any thing out of which a 
charge of that kind could be drawn. That this 
gentleman’s conduct in this matter may appear in a 
proper light, and to show that he has neither acted 
dishonorably nor in bad faith towards me, I will 
ask the attention of the house to the following ex- 
tract from his letter to me enclosing the copy of 


the friends of gen. Green,or to “their votes,” as | 





mine, which the house is already in possession of: 
“DEAR str: I hand you acopy of your letter. I| 
cannot withhold my surprise at the use that was | 
made of it, but | cannot believe that Mr. Fisher or 
Mr. Hunter has authorished the language of the 
Globe. Iwill give that attention to this matter 
which it requires at my hands. Your friend, 
“DUFF GREEN.” 
His prediction in reference to the speaker is cor- 
rect—not so to the full extent in regard to the other 
gentleman. The gentleman from North Carolina 
on yesterday undertook to give a statement of the 
contents of my letter, and I read from the paper 
which I hold in my hand his remarks as therein re- 
ported, and which correspond with my recollection 
of what he said: “The gentleman (said Mr. Fisher) 
from New York commences the letter by saying 
that it had been distinctly ascertained that Messrs. 
Gales & Seaton could not be elected public printers, 
and that his aversion to Blair was so great that he 
was disposed to go all lengths to defeat his election, 


Jew votes, general Green could be, &c.” Now, sir, 
(said Mr. M.) there is nothing of this sort contain- 
ed in my letter at all, nor any thing like it; and the 
house, I am sure, will unite with me in ascribing to 
the gentleman from North Carolina a very peculiar 
memory, for he could remember what I did not say 
—undertaking to give the identical language—and 
yet he could not remetnber what I did sav! [leave 
the gentleman to give a satisfactory explanation to 


and that he believed that, by the acquisition of a 





this if he can. As it now stands, his position cer- 
tainly is not one to be envied. He is welcome to 
all the glory of it. Did I allude to “their votes?” 
Did [ allude to “aversion” to Blair? Did I say I 
would ‘*go all lengths to defeat his election?”” No- 
thing of the kind—it is all the work of the gentle- 
man’s own singular and peculiarimagination. There 
is nothing in my letter in the least degree excep- 
tionable, and whatever of odium or credit attaches 
toit, belongs to nyself alone; for [ wrote whoily on 
my own responsibility, consulting but a single indi- 
vidual, 





[ have a word to say to the ethereal gentleman | 
from South Carolina (Mr. Holmes) who shrunk, as | 


be told us on yesferday, with such instinctive and 
holy horror from the proposition contained in the 











| *letfers” exhibited to htin by his friend in this mat-/ should say nothing more on the subject. Mr. F. 
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ter from North Carolina. What proposition? I made 
none to him, nor toany one connected wiih him. 
He spoke of ‘letters.°? What letters? I wrote one 
letter, and one letter only. If there were letters of 
an improper character shown to that honorable gen- 
tleman, let thein be produced. I wrote but a single 
letter, and the house has seen that that contains no 
improper or “outrageous” proposition either to that 
member or to any body else. 

As for the inadmissability of the proposition, of 
which mention has been made, I do not exactly 
know to what gentlemen allude. Sir, I made, I re- 
peat, no proposition of any kind, good, bad or indif- 
ferent, except the single one to Duff Green to be- 
come a candidate for the public printing. Had not 
IT aright to do that? Was there any thing in sucha 
suggestion of an outrageous character? Surely it 
was my privilege to suggest, and gen. Green’s to ac- 
cept or not, as he might deem expedient. I must 
notice the reference made on yesterday by the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina to the figure cut in ‘his 
business by a distinguished member of the other 
house (Mr. Calhoun). He is the great planet around 
which all these lesser lights, who have volunteered 
in this business revolve. They can verge and di- 
verge, as he may desire. In this instance, that dis- 
tingnished gentleman, as 1s amaes by the member 
fiom North Carolina, pronounced my lettera gross 
overture of bribery! Sir, the letter itself brands this 
charge as an arrant falsehood, and tle author of it 
as a falsifier and casumniator. Let him make good 
his charge ifhe can. I defy him to the task. Per- 
haps, and in justice I cannot but so believe, my let- 
ter has in some way got mixed up with others of a 
very different complexion. Hence the mistatements 
in reference toit. Sir, [have done. In regard to 
the offensive manner in which my name has been 
diagged into this unpleasant controversy, I have 
nothing to say. Those who have been instruinental 
in bringing it about are responsible to their own 
consciences for their conduct, and to the public for 
reasons to justify it. Here I leave it. 

Mr. Jones from the committee of ways and means, 
reported the follewing bills: 

A bill making appropriation for the support of re- 
volutionary and other pensioners for the year 1840. 

Also, a bill making appropriations for the current 
and contingent expenses of the Indian department, 
and for the fulfilment of the various treaty stipula- 
tions with the Indian tribes for the year 1840. 

Which bills were twice read, and, on the motion 
of Mr. Jones referred to the committee of the whole 
on the state cf the union. 

Mr. Jones also laid before the house a document 
from the Indian department, giving a detailed state- 
ment of the estimates made by the Indian department 
to accompany the bill above reported; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

The question before the house being on a motion 
made yesterday by Mr. Graves, of Kentucky, to re- 
consider the vote of this house by which Mr. Coles’ 
resolution respecting the reception and disposal of 
abolition petitions was laid on the table— 

Mr. Graves moved a call of the house; which mo- 
tion prevailing, the house was called accordingly.— 
The doors were closed, and excuses for absentees 


| nade and accepted; when, 199 members being pre- 


sent, the doors were opened, and further proceed- 
ings in the call suspended 

Mr. Colquilt now claimed the floor, having made 
the motion last evening to adjourn. 

The chair said that the motion to reconsider took 

recedenee, and must first be decided. 

On this decision along and desultory debate arose 
on questions of order. 

Mr. Alford took an appeal from the decision of 
the chair, which decision, after much discussion 
was affirmed by the house. Yeas 123, nays 72. 

Mr. Tillinghast moved to lay the question of re- 
consideration on the table. When, aiter avery de- 
sultory conversation, 

Mr. Graves said that, with a view to relieve the 
house from embarrassment, he would, for the pre- 
sent withdraw his motion to reconsider. 

Mr. G’s right to do so was disputed by Messrs. 
Campoel! and Venderpoel; but the chair ruled it to be 
in order. 

Mr. Fisher having, in the meanwhile, entered the 
house, said that he understood that during his ab- 
sence from the house, while in attendance on the 
committee of elections, the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Mitchell) had indulged in some reflec- 
tions upon him; he could not of course, notice these 
retaarks, as he had not heard them; but he asked that 
the fact should be known and noticed, that when 
they were made he was not present. Presuming, 
however, that the remarks would be reported and 
published in to-morrow’s papers, he should look for 
them there, and if they were such as required any 
notice from him, he should notice them; if not, he 
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said he also understood that the same gentleman 
had made some remarks on his friend from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Holmes). He now wished to an- 
nounce the fact that when these remarks were made 
that gentleman also was out of the house. | 

- Mr. Colquitt now at length obtained the floor, and 
addressed the house in support of the resolution of 
Mr. Wuddy Thompson, to ainend the rules and or- 
ders of the house, 

After which Mr. Slade proceeded to make some 
remarks, but had not progressed far when he gave 
way to— 3 

Mr. Vanderpoel, who moved that when this house 
adjourn, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. Andrews demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and being taken, were yeas 36, nays 
142. 

So the motion was rejected. 

Upwards of an hour was consumed in various mo- 
tions to adjourn, objections thereto, calls for yeas 
and nays, &c. 

An effort was made by Mr. Jones, chairman of the 
committee of ways and means, to introduce a reso- 
lution instructing the clerk to employ some suitable 

erson to execute the printing of the house for a 
imited time, (the order heretofore taken for that 
purpose haviny expired by its own limitation). 

Mr. J. said there were sundry bills and reports re- 
ported to-day (with accompanying documents) 
which the house should have an opportunity fo ex- 
amine, and he had made this motion with a view to 
speedy action, 

A motion to suspend the rule for the introduction 
of the resolution failed. Yeas 102, nays 67 (two- 
tliids not voting in the affirmative). 

So the rule was not suspended, 

Mr. Geniry gave notice that he should to-morrow 
or on the earliest opportunity which presented it- 
self, ask leave to bring ina bill providing for the 
assumption of certain debts of the states, and for the 
appropriation of the proceeds of the public lands for 
the payment thereof. 

Mr. Curtis gave a similar notice of a bill for the 
relief of certain insolvent debtors of the United 
States. : 

And at about 5 o’clock the house adjourned. 

Saturday, Jan. 18. The business first in order 
was the proposition of Mr. W. Thompson, of South 
Carolina, to amend the rules and orders of the house. 

Mr. Slade, who was entitled to the floor, being 
about to address the house— 

Mr. Leet asked him to give way to enable him to 
make a motion that the house now proceed to the 
election of printer. Mr. L. said it was indispensa- 
bly necessary that some provision should be made 
for the execution of the printing, for that the public 
business was suffering. The chairman of the com- 
mittee of ways and ineans had yesterday madea 
motion to provide temporarily for the printing, it be- 
ing indispensably necessary to facilitate the public 
business. 

Mr. Slade declined to yield the floor for that pur- 

ose. 

Mr. Diddle asked Mr. Slade to yield for a mo- 
ment, to enable him to present a_ petition which he 
had had in his possession for several days, on the 
subject of safety guards to prevent steamboat ex- 
plosions. 

Mr. Slade expressed his willingness to yield, if 
any way could be devised by which the motion 
inight be made, and he still retain the floor. 

Mr. Biddle asked that the petition might be re- 
ferred by universal consent. 

Which was objected to. 

Mr. Fisher rose and said: The house will recol- 
lect that,on yesterday, made known to it thatI 
was absent from the hall when the gentleman from 
New York submitted a copy of his ietter to general 
Green, and his remarks upon it; and that I could not 
then take notice of them, for the reason that I did 
not hear them. I stated, however, that when these 
remarks should appear in the papers, if I esteemed 
them of such a character as to require a notice from 
me, I should notice them this morning. I have read 
the report of the gentleman’s remarks in the Na- 
tional Intelligencer of this morning, and I take it for 
granted that the report is correct, though I bave 
been informed by some gentlemen of this house that 
some things are reported to have been said by the 
gentleman which were not delivered by him to the 
house. Such as they were, they require some slight 
notice from me. 

I need scarcely allude to the circumstance that 
the gentleman chose to deliver those remarks in my 
absence. Whether this was done inadvertently, or 
with a view of “managing the thing adroitly,”* I leave 
it to this house to conclude; but I will say, for my- 
self, that [ never will rise on this floor and direct 
my remarks toa gentleman behind bis back, or in 
his absence. I look upon this procedure as not in 
accordance with what a gentleman should do, But 





the letter of the gentleman is before the public; my 
statement is before the public; the statement of the 
gentleman is before the public, and I will leave it to 
them to say whether the letter does not bear out 
every thing I said. Whatdid I say? I will read 
an extract from the gentleman’s letter, to show how 
fully it agrees with my statement. Mr. F. here 
read the following extract: 

‘It has occurred to ine and other of my _ political 
friends, that such an arrangement slalk be made 
with you as would justify the entire whig party ir 
supporting you for that office.” 

Now, what was the arrangement that would justi- 
fy the entire whig party in supporting gen. Green 
for that office? The letter tells. Itis this: 

*‘Now, what had passed through my mind was 
simply this, that you should, in the event of your 
election, offer Gales & Seaton to share equally with 
them, respectively, the profits of the office, after al- 
lowing them a fair compensation out, for their per- 
sonal services; they to do all the work at their office, 


.and you to be elected to the station. 


“The profits cannot be less, for the whole con- 
gress, than $30,000; this would give you $10,000, 
you having no trouble or responsibility whatever.” 

That is the consideration, Mr. F. said. Itis very 
true the gentleman says he ‘suggests this on his 
own responsibility; but he goes onto say, “but, 
nevertheless, I hazard nothing in the conjecture, 
that, if you are here, and putin, the thing can be 
managed adrottly enough to ensure success.”? I know 
not, said Mr. F’. what the gentleman’s ideas of ethics 
may be; he may think there is nothing like bribery 
in his proposition; but I leave it to the house and to 
the world to say whether its object was not to move 
in acertain direction, and offering $10,000 to pro- 
duce a certain result. If it were proper to refer to 
general Green’s letter, it would show that he looked 
upon the thing as pointing directly to certain gen- 
tlemen in this house. The gentleman says he spoke 
of no voles, and alluded to no particular individual; 
but was it to be supposed that he would come out 
in a matter of this kind, and name individuals occu- 
pying a particular position on this floor? The gen- 
tleman knows how to “‘manage such things too adroit- 
ly”? to become so very specific as to name indivi- 
duals, or even to name their party name or designa- 
tion. My object, however, said Mr. F. in rising, 
is to say that my statement is before the world, with 
the letter ot the gentleman and his statement, and 
let the world judge how they agree together. The 
main leading object of the gentleman’s letter was 
the offer of $10,000, to produce a certain result. I 
stated that in so many words, and the letter will 
bear me ont in it. 

Mr. Mitchell then rose and said: Mr. Speaker, the 
house will bear me witness that throughout this con- 
troversy I have acted only on the defensive. It has 
not been of my seeking, nor do I wish to prolong it. 

In regard to the absence of the gentleman from 
North Carolina on yesterday, when my remarks were 
submitted to the house, and the letter to gen. Green 
read, of which he seems to complain, I can only 
say that I was not accountable for his not being in 
his seat, nor was I aware of his absence until I had 
proceeded some time in my remarks. 

I rose, sir, to redeem the pledge I had given the 
day before to submit my letter to general Green to 
the house immediately after I had received it. This 
I did as soon as the journal had been read. 

In regard to the correctness of the statement given 
by the gentleman of the contents of my letter and 
upon which I commented on yesterday, I desire to 
draw his attention to this particular passage. I do 
this, not for any purpose of my own, but to enable 
the gentleman to give a satisfactory explanation of 
it, inasmuch as it 1s totally at variance with the con- 
tents of my letter. This is the extract I allude to, 
and upon which I yesterday animadverted, but not 
in an offensive manner: “The gentleman (said Mr. 
Fisher) from New York -commences the letter by 
saying that it had been distinetly ascertained that 
Messrs. Gales & Seaton could not be elected public 
printers, apd that his aversion to Blair was so great 
that he was disposed to go all lengths to defeat his 
election, and that he believed that, by the acquisition 
of a few voles, general Green could be, &c.”? Now, 


‘sir, there is not a particle of this in my letter! and 


yet the gentleman undertook io state its contents 
‘“dislinelly!”? I want the gentleman, for his own 
sake, not for mine, to explain this unaccountable 
infirmity of memory. It seems to be due to the 
house, to the country, and, above all, to the gentle- 
man’s own character. Did I state that l was “dis- 
posed to go ali lengths to defeat Blair,” as the gen- 
tleman alleged? Sir, the direct contrary. I staged 
expressly, distinctly, emphatically, to general Green, 
that I did not wish him to do any thing “not justifi- 
able to his conscience and to the world.’? That I 
stand by. Did I say “that by the acquisition of a 
few votes generalGreen could be elected.” Sir, I 


| 





said nothing of the kind, as the letter sufficiently 
proves. 

There is nothing inthe character of the gentle. 
man’s reinarks on the present occasion to require 
further reply or notice. 

Mr. Fisher replied: In giving my statements, I 
did not pretend to give the exact words in the gen- 
tleman’s letter, nor did I pretend to give all that 
was init. I forgot the most material parts of it— 
I forgot all about ‘adroit management.” As to what 


I said about Mr. Blair, l ask if the letter does not_ 


justify me in what Isaid. I will quote the gentle- 
man’s own words: “I have a strong-desire to defeat 
Blair, and would be glad to do so in a way to oblige 
you personally.”? But, sir, I have done with the 
subject. 

Mr. Graves then rose and said, with the assent of 
the gentleman from Vermont, who is entitled to the 
floor, and the permission of the house, he desired to 
submit a few remarks upon the subject of an article 
in the Globe of last evening, impugning the proprie- 
ty of his conduct in withdrawing the motion yester- 
day for the reconsideration of the vote laying the 
proposition of the gentleman from Virginia on the 
table. The following is the article, to which he re- 
spectfully asked the attention of the house: 

“In the house the abolition discussion is continu- 
ed. Mr. Coles’ resolution, which would, if passed, 
have closed the debate, was laid on the table. Mr. 
Graves, some days ago, moved a reconsideration; 
this prevented Mr. Thompson, from Mississippi, 
from moving it. Mr. Graves, to-day, having car- 
ried the reconsideration, withdrew the motion, and 
so Mr. Coles’ proposition was lost; it being held that 
it was too late fur any other to move the reconsider- 
ation. This looks like finesse.” 

Here (said Mr. G.) it is asserted that, after my 
motion was carried, I withdrew it. This is known 
to be untrue, for there never was_a vote upon my 
proposition; and,if there had been a vote carry- 
ing it, | would not have the right then to withdraw 
it. 

But the charge to which I have particularly risen 
to ask the attention of the house is, that 1 was guil- 
ty of a “‘finesse,”’ aud thereby virtually practised a 
fraud upon the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
Thompson) and the house. If I had been guilty of 
a finesse to deceive the gentleman fromm Mississippi, 
(Mr. Thompson), and had thus prevented him from 
availing himself of the opportunity of submitting a 
motion for reconsideration, upon the last day he 
could under the rules of the house, make the motion, 
it would have been a fraud upon him and upon the 
honse, which would, according to my views, have 
shown me unworthy of a seathere. I never heard 
that the gentleman from Mississippi, or any other 
member here, had the least idea of making such a 
motion, and hence I could not have made the mo- 
tion I did, to prevent another from doing the same 
thing. 

Mr. Graves continued at some length to vindi- 
cate himself and was followed by Mr. Boyd, of 
Kentucky, Mr. “Stanly, Mr. Thompson of Missis- 
sippi, and Mr. Slade, on the same subject, until past 
3 o’clock, when the house adjourned. 

Monday, Jan. 20. After a correction of the jour- 
nal,in which Mr, Keim’s vote had been wrong- 
ly recorded— 

Mr. Slade, who had the floor from Saturday, rose 
and resumed his speech in opposition to Mr. VW. 
Thompson’s resolution in regard to the reception of 
abolition memorials, in which he went at large into 
the general subject. He continued to occupy the 
floor until a quarter past three o’clock. 

After Mr. Slade had concluded-— 

Mr. Garland, of Virginia, obtained the floor. 

Mr. R. Garland asked Mr. G. to give way, to 
enable him to have read a proposition which he de- 
sired to submit as an amendment. 

Mr. Alford objected. He should (he said) ob- 
ject to the introduction of all propositions, until 
such time as every gentleman who might wish to 
be heard on the proposition immediately before the 
house had spoken. He was himself anxious to be 
heard, ana he had given notice te the house to that 
effect a week age. So far as he was concerned, he 
would not submit to any action, until this proposi- 
tion was fairly and amply discussed. 

Mr. R. Garland said he did not wish to offer the 
proposition at this time; he merely wished it might 
be read. 

Mr. Garland, of Va. expressed his willingness 
to bring the proposition to the notice of the house, 
in behalf of the gentleman from Louisiana. 

Mr. Alford said he should object. 

The reading of Mr. Rice Garland’s proposition 
was here called for. 

Mr. Alford objected. 

Some conversation ensued, when Mr. Garland, 
of Va. yielded the floor to Mr. Black, who moved 
an adjournment. 
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The yeas and nays were called for and ordered, 
and being taken were, in favor of the motion 55, 
against it 52. So the house adjourned. 


Tuesday Jan. 21. Mr. Garland, of Virginia, who 
was entitled to the floor, rose to address the house 
on the subject of Mr. W. Thompson’s resolution iu 
regard to the reception of abolition petitions, me- 
morials, &c. 


When M>. W. C. Johnson requested Mr. G. to 
yield the floor fur a moment to enable him to offer 
the following resolution; which was read for infor- 
mation: 

Resolved, That the clerk inform the mayor of Wash- 
ington that he have leave to take from the surplus wood 
aH ing to this house, 40 cords, if so much be neces- 
sary, for the immediate distribution among the suffer- 
in r of the city. : 5 ‘ 

r. Garland expressed his entire willingness to 
yield the floor, provided it was generally understood 
that he should proceed so soon as the resolution was 
disposed of. | 

Mr. Griffin objected to the introduction of the 
resolution. 

Mr. W. OC. Jonson indicated that he would move 
a suspension of the rule, provided the gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Garland), would yield the 
floor for that purpose. A resolution of a similar 
character had been repeatedly adopted. 

Mr. Garland inquired of the chair whether, if 
he yielded the floor, it would be understood that he 
should proceed in his reinarks after the motion had 
been disposed of? 

The speaker said there could be no such under- 
standing. If the gentleman yielded the floor, he 
might be permitted to resume it again by general 
consent. 

So Mr. G. did not yield, 

Mr. Pope asked Mr. Garland to yield the floor 
for the purpose of enabling hiro to lay on the table, 
with a view to have printed, a report on the sub- 
ject of the disputed boundary of Iowa. 

Several objections were made—mingled with 
cries of “it is of no use—there is no one to print 
it.* 

A similar application was made by Mr. Proffit, 
for the purpose of enabling him to introduce a re- 
solution which he, (Mr. P.) deemed of great im- 
portance, as calling for information which the 
country—the whole country demanded. Mr. P. 
said that if the introduction of the resolution gave 
rise to one word of debate—if a single objection 
was made—he would consider it his duty, in return 
for the courtesy of the gentleman from Virginia, to 
withdraw the resolution, giving notice, however, 
that upon the first opportunity, the subject should 
be brought before the house. 


Mr. Garland having yielded the floor, Mr. Proffit 
read the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
inform this house, at his earliest convenience, whether 
he has or has not ordered or authorised te use of blood- 
hounds in the war with the Indians in Florida; also, if 
such order or authority has been given, whether any 
wmportation of bloodhounds has been ordered, and from 
what country; also the name of the agent employed to 
aralppe and select such bloodhounds; also, the num- 

r of bloodhounds ordered; also, whether any blood- 
hounds have actually arrived; and also, if the use of 
bloodhounds is determined on, the secretary of war is 
further directed to state the name of the officer in the 
American army under whose immediate charge and 
command said Most hounda are to be used. 

After the resolution was read, some member mak- 
ing objection to its introduction, Mr. Proffit with- 
drew it. 

Mr. Garland then proceeded in bis remarks, and 
addressed the house until half past one o’clock. 
Mr. Buller, of S.C. followed in some remarks, 
in the course of which he vindicated the admi- 
nistration and the administration party generally 
from the imputation of favoring the doctrines of 
abolition, the advocacy of which, he contended, was 
one of the characteristics of the whig party of the 
present day. Mr. B. was once or twice called to 
order by the chair, but proceeded with his remarks, 
in obedience to a call from several parts ofthe house 
that he should do so. 

Mr. Dromgoole rose, he said, for the purpose of, 
bringing this debate to a close. He would not un- 
dertake to reply to remarks that had been made by 
other gentlemen, because, from the motion he was 
about to submit, he did not consider himself at 1i- 
berty to take part in the discussion, either on the 
one side or the other. The simple question to be 
decided was, whether the house would adopt a 
standing rule in regard to certain classes of peti- 
tions which, as experience had shown, were crowd. 
ing in upon thei, and in relation to which the 
house must have some standing regulation. Four 
gel experience had shown that the only practica- 

le mode of quietly disposing of these petitions was 
to permit them to be presented by the gentlemen 





who might hold them, and then quietly to consign 
them to the table. He had risen, therefore, for the 
purpose of moving an amendment to the pending 
proposition, which would conform to the previous 
practice of the house. Intending as he aid, to put 
an end to the discussion by moving the previous 
question, he would not go into the discussion, as it 
might have the appearance of presenting him in the 
light of doing an unfair thing by preventing reply. 
He moved to amend Mr. W. Thompson’s resolution 
by striking out all after the words ‘of any,” in the 
first line, and inserting— 

‘‘Petitions, memorials, remonstrances, addresses, 
resolutions, propositions, or papers of any descrip- 
tion, touching the abolition of slavery or the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia, in the territories 
of the United States, or in any state of this union, 
or the transportation of slaves from any state, dis- 
trict or territory of the United States, to any other 
state, district or tersitory, or relating in whole, or 
in part, in any way, or to any extent whatsoever, to 


| these subjects, shall be laid upon the table without 


a question, and without action or debate, and the 
same shall not be printed.” 

Mr. D. made a few further remarks in support of 
his amentment; when 

Mr. Adams rose to make an inquiry from the 
chair on a point of order, but the reporter could not 
hear it. 

Mr. Dromgoole then moved the previous question. 

Some discussion followed on a point of order. 

After which, Mr. Dromgoole’s amendment was 
propounded to the house: when : 

Mr. Briggs contended that, as this amendment 
proposed the same disposition of abolition memo- 
rials, &c. as was proposed by the resolution offered 
afew days since by Mr. Coles, of Virginia, and 


| which had been laid on the table, it could not be 


in order. 

Both the resolutions were read, and the point of 
order debated for an hour, when the chair decided 
the amendment of Mr. Dromgoole to be out of or- 
der. 

From this decision Mr. Dromgoole took an sppeal; 
but the decision of the chair was afhirmed by the 
house—yeas 120, nays 64. 

A contest now took place for the floor; Mr. Black 
claiming it to offer a short amendment declaring that 
abolition memorials should not be received. 

Mr. Dromgoole finally obtained it to speak to the 
original resolution, (Mr. Thompson’s): whereupon 
after remarking upon the Jength and unprofitableness 
of the debate, he moved the previous question. 

Strong appeals were made to him by Messrs. W. 
Cost Johnson and Dawson to withdraw it, and he 
asked leave to explain; but the house refusing, he 
adhered to his motion. 

Mr. Hoffman then moved a call of the house; 
which motion prevailing, the house was called ac- 
cordingly. The doors were closed, and the absen- 
tees called; when the call was suspended. 

Mr. W. Thompson’s amendment having been read 
the chair inquired whether Mr. Dromgoole’s call for 
the previous question was seconded? 

Mr. Howard, of Indiana inquired whether it would 
be in order to move to lay the resolution of Mr. 
Thompson on the table? 

The chair replying in the affirmative, he said 
that he should not make the motion till he had stated 
his reasons; but the house refusing leave, 

The question was put on seconding the call for 
the previous question, and decided, by tellers, in the 
negative. Aves 98, noes 99. 

Mr. Adams thereupon offered the following 
amendment: 

Resolved, That the following be added to the stand- 
ing rules of the house, to be numbered the 2\st: 

“Every petition presented by the speaker, or by any 
member with a brief verbal statement of its contents, 
shall be received unless objection be made to its recep- 
tion for special reason; te whenever objection shall be 
made to the reception of petition, the name of the mem- 
ber objecting, and the reason of the objection, shall be 
entered upon the journal. ‘The question in every such 
ease shall be, “Shall the petition be rejected? and no pe- 


tion shall be rejected but by a majority of the members 
present.” 


He said that the proposition was general in ifs 
character, not referring to abolition petitions more 
thag to all others. It proposed that none should be 
rejected but by a majority, and for reasons assigned. 
It admitted the principle that the house might re- 
ject a memorial; but insisted that the name of the 
person objecting should be recorded, and the rea- 
sons for the rejection given. 

He therefore moved an adjournment. 

And the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Jan. 22. Mr. Jones, from the com- 
mittee of ways and means, reported the military 
appropriation bill for the year 1840; which, with 
certain documents and estimates accompanying it, 
was laid upon the table and ordered to be printed. 
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Mr. R. Garland asked how the printing was to be 
done, no printer having been appointed, and the re- 
solution authorising the clerk to have the printing 
done having expired? 

Mr. Jones said all he had moved was the order to 
print. But he would further ask leave to introduce 
a resolution empowering the clerk of the house for 
ten days longer to get the printing of the house 
done under the resolution of 1819. He said that 
the public service imperiously required that some 
such order be passed. It was now impossible for 
the members of the house to inform themselves as 
to measures of the most vitai importance. The ac- 
tion of congress on some of the bills, already re- 
ported, was necessary before the 1st of March; and 
unless the bills and explanatory documents accoin- 
panying them wrere printed, how could members 
inform themselves so as to be prepared to vote un- 
derstandingly in regard to them? 

The chair said the resolution could be offered 
only by general consent. 

Mr. R&. Garland obiected. 

Mr. W. Cost Johnson requested Mr. Jones to mo- 
dify his resolution so as to confine it to bills and do- 
cuments which had thus far been reported. 

To this Mr. Jones assented. ~ 

Mr. R. Garland said he must still object, unless 
the gentleman would further modify his resolution 
soas to require the clerk to get this printing done 
on the best terms which could be obtained in the 
district. 

Mr. Jones said he saw it was impossible for him 
to shape his resolution so as to please every body; 
he had already yielded witha view to meet the 
wishes of gentlemen, but he could go no further. 

Mr. R. Garland. Then TI object. 

Mr. Jones. I must then move that the rule be 
suspended to allow me to move the resolution. 

Mr. Briggs, of Massachusetts, thought it would 
be better to reconsider the order to print, and modi- 
fy the order as now proposed by the mover: then a 
vote of a simple majority would be sufficient, where- 
as the rules could not be suspended but by a vote of 
two-thirds. He moved a reconsideration. 

Mr. R. Garland said he hoped the house would 
not reconsider; he should give his vote against it. 
Instead of the house appointing a printer, or taking 
up the resolution Which had been moved as toa 
more economical mode of having the printing done, 
it was attempted, by a roundabout process, to let 
the clerk, in effect, appoiuat the printer to this house, 
Every body knew who would get the printing ifthe 
clerk had any control in the matter; and the practi- 
cal effect of ordering him to get it done was to al- 
low him to appoint the public printer. To this Mr. 
G. was utterly opposed. If the resolution should 
be so modified as the require the printing to be done 
on the best terms, he should vote for it; otherwise 
he should continue his objection to its introduction. 

Mr. Briggs now withdrew his motion to recon- 
sider. 

Mr. Adams, who had been entitled to the floor, 
having yielded it at the request of Mr. Jones, said 
he had done so only that an appropriation bill might 
be reported; but as a new subject was introduced, 
a debate on which might occupy the day, he claim- 
ed his right to the floor. 

Mr. Sergeant wished him to waive his right 
long enough to allow Mr. 8. to report a bill supple- 
mentary to the census bill. 

Mr. Petrikin objecting to this— 

Mr. Adams insisted on the floor, and thereupon 
proceeded to address the house at length in support 
of the resolution, moved by~him yesterday, to 
amend the standing rules of the house. 

Mr. A. contiuued to speak until afew minutes 
past two o’clock, and when he concluded, 

The speaker gave the floor to Mr. Alford, of Geor- 

ia. 

Some struggle ensued as to that right; after which, 

Mr. Alford proceeded and addressed the house 
until past three o’clock. 

Mr. Hunt, of New York then obtained the floor; 
but appealed to the house, on the ground of bodily 
indisposition, to extend to him the indulgence which 
had been granted to other gentlemen, by adjourn- 
ment. 

And Mr. H. having submitted that motion, the 
yeas and nays were ordered, and, being taken, were: 
yeas 85, nays 94. 

So the house refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Hunt again took the floor, and was proceed- 
ing to address the house— 

When Mr. Monroe rose and said he was sure the 
house could not have heard the reason which his col- 
league had assigned for the notion he had made, or 
that they would have accorded the indulgence which 
was asked. He moved that the house do now ad- 
journ. 

Which motion was agreed to, and the house ad- 
journed. 
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CHRONICLE. 

Alabama. By a late report of bank commissioners 
of the state ot Alabama, it has bcen shown that the 
aggregate loss by insvivencies and the defalcation ot 
one of the agents of the bank of England falls but little 
snort of five millions divided as follows: 
$1,000,000, sunk or supposed to be lost at the Decatur 

branch, 
1,009 0009, at the mother bank, T'uscalvoosa, 
2,000,000, at the Mobile branch, 
590,009, at the Motgomery branch, 
50,000, at the Huntsville branch, 
300,000, estimated deficit of European agent, 


$4,859,000 squandered, according to all accounts, in 
every direction, and never more to be returned to the 
public coffers! 


Army. One hundred and sixty United States re- 
cruits, under the command of lieutenants May and 
‘Merril of the 2d dragoons, sailed yesterday on board 
the brig Saratoga, for Florida. 


The Amistad case. Judge Judson has, at length, de- 
cided on the case of the blacks of the Amistad, who 
murdered the captain and oiher persons on board the 
schooner. He sets them free. Had they been whites 
they would have been tried and executed as pirates.— 
The following are the grounds of the decision: 

1. That the district court for Connecticut has juris- 
diction, the schooner having been taken possession of, 
in a legal sense, on the “high seas.” 

2. ‘That the libel of Thomas R. Gedney and others, 
is properly filed in the district court of Connecticut. 

3. That the seizers are entiiled to salvage, and an 
apprisement will be ordered, and one-third of that 
amount and cost will be decreed just and reasonable. 

4. That Green and Fordham of Sag Harbor, who 
claim to have taken original possession of the vessel 
and cargo, cannot sustain their claim, and therefore 
their libel is dismissed. 

5. That Ruiz and Montez, through the Spanish 
minister, have established no title to the Africans, as 
they are undoubtedly Bozal negroes, or, negroes re- 
cently imported from Africa, in violation of the laws 
of Spain. 

6. That the demand of restoration, to have the ques- 
ion tried in Cuba, made by the Spanish minister, can- 
not be complied with, as by their own laws it is cer- 
tain they cannot enslave these Africans, and therefore 
cannot properly demand them for trial. 

7. ‘That Antonia, being a Creole, and legally a slave, 
and expressing a strong wish to be returned to Ha- 
vana, a restoration will be decreed under the treaty 
of 1795. 

8. ‘That these Africans be delivered to the president 
of the United States, under the 2d sec. of the act of 
March 3, 1819, still in force, to be transported to Af- 
rica, there to be delivered to the agent appointed to re- 
ceive and conduct them homie. [Journal of Com. 


‘Banks. The Agricultural bank of Mississippi placed 
in the hands of the United States district attorney, 
promissory notes tothe amount of one million of dollars 
to secure the government debt of $570,000. 

A bill authorising the [linois state bank to renew its 
notes, Was introduced and debated in the I!]inois tegis- 
lature on the 19th ult. The sixty days would expire on 
the 20th, and its charter be forfeited. The bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and its 
passage was considered certain. It was not, however, 
considered a certain index of their final action cn the 
bank question. 

Condensed statement of the condition of the banks 
of South Carolina, as returned to his excellency the go- 
vernor, November, 1839. 

Liabilities. 
11,593,491 71 
4,041,723 17 
2.277.260 12 
25,603 89 
2,763,974 47 





Capital, 
Circulation, 
Deposites, 

Due banks, 

Due state treasury, 


Profiis, 1,197,385 03 21,903,838 39 
Assets. 

Loans, 18,058,374 18 

Stocks, ],652.713 67 

Real estate, 307.206 98 | 

Specie, 1,855,543 56 21,903,838 39 | 











Bloodhounds in Florida. 'The Quincy (Florida) Sen- 
tipel of the 10:h inst. states that col. Fitzpatrick had | 
arrived from Cuba, with thirty or forty bloodhounds, | 
and that they Hfad been placed under the command of} 
maj. Bailey and capt. Collins. 

The same paper states that gov. Reid, the newly ap. | 
pointed governor of the territory, arrived at Tallahassee | 
on the 4th inst. escorted by a company of U.S. dra- | 
goons. -He was received with military honors, and 
ecrdially welcomed by many of the citizens of that city. 

Crop of Jamaica. The Jamaica Royal Gazette 
of the 21st ult. estimates the deficiency in the crop 
of the island, at one-third the exports of last: year. 
The falling off, as shown by official returns, has 
been on the following articles: On sugar, to the 
amount of 18,135 hhds. 3,070 tierces, and 1,510 
harrels;—on rum, 9,826 puncheons, 165 bhds. and | 
396 casks; on coffee, 4.897.974 Ibs. and on ginger, | 
1,542 casks, and 1,062 bags. These deficiencies, | 
it is stated, have resulted from the want of labor | 
(not laborers) to take off the crops. The seasons | 
have been favorable and reduction? abundant. 





The Cherokees. The New Orleans papers contain 
accounts from the Cherokee country, but to tell the 
truth we cannot say from reading them whether the 
late disturbances between the Ross and Ridge parties 
are enurely quieted or not. Gen. Arbuckle, however, 
is prepared at_any moment to protect the frontier.— 
A letier from West Arkansas, published in the Pica- 
yune says: 


_Four of the supposed murderers of the Ridges, Bou- 
dinot and the Wright family, have been arrested by 
orders of gen. Arbuckle and were sent into Port Smith 
to be delivered over to the U.S. marshal of the state of 
Arkansas. The last sent in, and the most ruffianly 
looking desperado I ever saw, was one Nicholas, who 
was arrested by lieut. Porter of the dragoons, and by 
him placed in the custody of maj. Elias Rector, U. 8. 
marshal. The testimony against him is almost posi- 
tive. All four are now on their way to Little Rock, to 
be tried by the laws of Arkansas. 


Emigrants for Africa. One hundred and fifteen 
emigrants, from Kentucky, Virginia, &c. we are in- 
formed are now waiting at Norfolk, Va. to embark for 
the American colony at Liberia as soon as a ship can 
be provided to take them. The greater part of these 
emigrants having been but recently emancipated, by 
will and otherwise, are in a destitute condition. This 
has devolved an additional and rather an unexpected 
expense on the Colonization society. [Nat. Int. 


Electricity. In alecture at Taunton, England, Mr. 
A. Crosse illuminated 400 feet of iron chain, hung in 
festoons about the room; the whole extent being bril- 
liantly lighted at the same instant, by the passage 
through it of the spark from the battery, and several 
feet of wire were melted. Mr..Crosse gave the results 
of many experiments on thunder clouds, and mists. 
By means of a wire apparatus suspended in his park, 
he had discovered that a driving fog sweeps in masses, 
alternately, negatively, and positively electrified; and 
one, the accumulation of the electric fluid in a fog was 
so great, that there was an incessant stream from his 
conductor, of sparks, each one of which would have 
struck an elephant dead. 


French navy. The French annual report from 
the navy departments are published in the London 
papers, and occasions much comment. The force 
afloat consists of 130 vessels and 20,498 men, as 
follows: 

Sailing vessels of war. 
8 Ships cf the line, 

12 Frigates, 

10 Corvettes of war, 

6 Corvettes avisos of 18 guns, 

14 Brigs, of from 16 to 20 guns, 

5 Cannoneer brigs, of 8 guns, 

10 Brigs avisos of 10 guns, 

13 Goelettes, cutters, &c. of from 6 to 8 guns, 

12 Flotilla vessels. 


Suiling vessels of burden. 
§ Corvettes of burden, 
12 Gabarres. 
Steam vessels. 
3 of 220 horse power, 
14 of 150 horse power, 
3 of 120 horse power, 
The whole naval force of the kingdom is forty ships 
of the line, fifty frigates, forty steam vessels, and 
one hundred and eighty of inferior rank. 


Georgia. ‘The number of acres of land in the state 
of Georgia, we learn from the documents accompany- 
ing the report of Messrs. Berrien, Chappell and Holt, 
is 35,515,526, of which Muscogee county contains 
291,903 acres, Stewart 482,170, Talbot 331 468, Troup 
280,000, Harris 297,630, Meriwether 335,835, Marion 
350,562, Sumter 369,857, Randolph 519,968, Decatur 
707,699 and Upson 184,530. 

Indiana. The democratic state convention of Indi- 


ana met at Indianapolis on the 8th of January; six 
hundred delegates were present. Tilghman A. How- 


'ard was nominated for governor, and B. F. Finley for 


lieutenant governor. 


Latest from South America. The brig Leander, 
at New Orleans on the 26th ult. in forty-two days 
from Rio Janeiro brings the following particulars 
of the state of thingsin the Brazils. In Rio Grande 
the rebels had been repeatedly beaten by the iinpe- 
rial troops, and it was thought they would soon be 
forced tosubmit. In the northern, or cotton grow- 
ing provinces, order was abont to be restored. The 
city of Canais had been retaken from the rebels. 
The occupation of Oyapocko by the French,*had 
made quite a sensation at the court of Rig Janeiro, 
and it was said the imperial government vhs deter- 
roined to resist such an usurpation of the Brazilian 
territory, 


Massachusetts. Marcus Morton is declared the go- 


-vernor elect of this state, both houses of the legislature 


having, on Thursday, accepted, the report of the com- 
mittee on counting the votes, which gave him the ex- 
act number of votes requisite for an election. 

Of lieutenant governor, there was nv choice. Ac- 
cordingly, Friday was set apart for choosing a lieuten- 


} ant governor. 


On Friday the house of representatives having pre- 
sented to the senate the names of W. Hull, whig, and 
Nathan Willis, administration, for the office of 'eutenant 
governor, the senate chose Mr. Huil—22 to 18. 


Morus multicauiis case. We have learned that many 
purchasers of mulberry trees in. Delaware and else- 
where, who gave notes of hand payable ata future day, 
have resolved to contest them, and refuse payment un- 
til compelled by law. We lately noticed a trial on a 
note of the above description, in one of the courts, in 
which judgment was given in favor of the plaintif— 


confirming the obligatory force of the note. 
ies ° [Village Record. 


Pitisburg. W. W. Irwin, the whig candidate for 
mayor of the city of Pittsburg, has been elected by a 
large majority. The whig councilmen, it is said,’are 
all elected. 


Philadelphia. The following table shows the amount 
of taxes levied in this city for the support of the poor 
for a series of years: 


In 1826, ; . $89,973 03 
aaa : . 89.455 29 
18238, 89,700 00 
1829, 88,508 69 
1830, : 80,560 74 
1831, . . 91,827 66 
1332, . : 139,871 75 
1833, . 138,856 63 
1834, . ‘ . 138,747 84 
1835, . 141,306 85 
1536, . 133 253 22 
1837, . 156.683 92 
1338, ' . 170,000 00 


[North American. 


Receipe—new method of cleaning glass. Reduce to a 
very fine powder, a picce of indigo, moisten a rag, ap- 
ply it to the powder, and smear the glass with it. Wipe 
it well with a dry cloth. 


Slavery in Columbia. One of the first acts of Bo- 
livar, after, he took partin the revolution which 
freed his native country from the yoke of despo- 
tism, was to liberate all his slaves, thereby setting 
an example to his fellow citizens to free the country 
from every kind of oppression. 

In the year 1822 he passed a law declaring that 
every child born of slave parents from that date, 
should be deemed to be free; but that they should 
serve the owners of their parents nntil they attain- 
ed the age of 2i years, as free apprentices. Con. 
sequently there are no slaves at present under 18 
years of age in that country. Slavery will thus 
gradually and quickly expire, without injury to the 
slaveholder. Had the British government adopted 
this wise policy, it would have rendered entire satis- 
faction to the planter; the government would have 
saved their £20,000.000, and the slaves would have 
been contented and happy to know their children 
were burn free. (Jour. of Com. 


Seamen registered. The number of seamen refgis- 
tered in ports of the United States, for 1839, the year 


‘lending 39:h of September, was 7,678. Of this num- 


ber 3.085 were registered in Massachusetts, 1,241 in 
New York, 1,603 in Maine, 640 in Penneylvaria, 301 
in Maryland, 279 in Louisiana, 240 in Rhode Island, 
192 in Connecticut, 151 in New Hampshire, the re- 
mainder in otner states. 

U.S. frigate United States. The following are the 
dimensions of the Francis life boat put on board the 
frigate United States a few days since:—length 3) feci: 
beam 7 fi. 6 in. depth 3 ft. Gin.; sustaining power 
6,837 Ibs. with bottom open; weight of life boat 2,060 
lbs. Her cylinders, are copper, and contain 106 cubic 
feet, they are in short sections called “short cylinders,” 
which will prevent the whole power being destroyed if 
a shot passes through her, as one small section on each 
side only would be injured, leaving sufficient power to 
sustain the boat and men. 

She is built of oak, and fastened together with 4,449 
copper rivits, and bound with copper at bow and stern 
—has no paint, except on the covering of the eylinders, 
and is polished on the wood outside and inside. She 
rows with 14 oars in the new paten: rowlocks, wit! 
strong brass plates on the gunwale. She is built with 
all the late improvements, and has the reversed bottom, 
and, as an evidence that the new model will row fis", 
(contrary to the opinion of some). She left Castle 
Garden with 12 oarsmen in a heavy sea, head tide ard 
strong head wind, in company with a cutter, belonging 
pee the frigate, and beat her more than one-half the dis- 
tance to the navy vard. 

The life boats built for the Grampus and Enterprise 
are smooth seam, strong built, and of smaller dimen- 
sions. 

Those ordered by commodore Moore for the Texas 
navy, are of the whale boat form, but with reversed 
bottoms, and containing all the latest improvements. 


Weather—tolerably cold. Friday last, 17:h, was the 
coldest day this Winter. The Albany Argus of Satur- 
day thus states the range of the thermometer at the 
places named, at 6 A. M. 

Manor house, 

S. S. Fowler’s bath, 

Niskayuna Shaker village, at 4 A. , 

M. $1 


30 deg. below zero. 
28 “ 
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